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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 


By Pat Sikorski, SLP Vice-President 


WRAT WE 
STAND FOR 


By Pat Sikorski, SLP Vice-President 


HE General Election could be announced at any time,and 


the Socialist Labour Party intends to be ready when that 


time comes. To date, we have over 50 candidates in place - 
our aim is still to try to field 100, but this depends on finance and 
organisation. 

Our Party presents the only real Socialist alternative to the three 
major parties, each of which supports capitalism and the free market. 

One of the founding tenets of the SLP is that New Labour has so fun- 
damentally altered its policies and its constitution that it is now indis- 
tinguishable from the Tories and Liberal Democrats, and Socialists 
can no longer support it. 

Having scrapped Socialist aims and values, New Labour cannot 
undo the damage of the past 18 years. 


Only Socialist policies can combat unemployment, low pay, poverty; 


eliminate homelessness and bad housing; rebuild the NHS, our edu- 


By Pat Sikorski, SLP Vice-President 


Taking on the challenge: Arthur Scargill and Pat Sikorski, at an SLP public meeting in North London 
(photo: Vaughan Melzer) 


HE General Election could be announced at any time,and 


the Socialist Labour Party intends to be ready when that 


our aim is still to try to field 100, but this depends on finance and 
organisation. 

Our Party presents the only real Socialist alternative to the three 
major parties, each of which supports capitalism and the free market. 

One of the founding tenets of the SLP is that New Labour has so fun- 
damentally altered its policies and its constitution that it is now indis- 
tinguishable from the Tories and Liberal Democrats, and Socialists 
can no longer support it. 

Having scrapped Socialist aims and values, New Labour cannot 
undo the damage of the past 18 years. 

Only Socialist policies can combat unemployment, low pay, poverty; 
eliminate homelessness and bad housing; rebuild the NHS, our edu- 
cation system and industries. 

The Socialist Labour Party believes in direct action, whether it be 
community, industrial or ecological, to confront the evils of our dan- 
gerous, divided society and contaminated environment. 

We also believe in seeking local authority and parliamentary rep- 
resentation for our principles and policies. We’re serious about the 
struggle for Socialism, which is why we’ve taken this challenge 
on. 

(Pat Sikorski is contesting Hornsey & Wood Green in London 


for Socialist Labour) 


time comes. To date, we have over 50 candidates in place - 


ON THE FRONT PAGE of our last issue, Frank Cave wrote about 
the Hillingdon Hospital workers who, like the Liverpool dockers, 
were facing a second Christmas locked out, robbed of their jobs. 


“Their courage, and the courage of their families, impresses and 
inspires us,” he wrote, but warned that if the trades union and 
Labour movement was to win the battles on Merseyside and at 
Hillingdon more was needed than messages of support or even 
donations of money. 


In January, UNISON, Britain’s largest union and the one to which the 
Hillingdon strikers belong, accepted on their behalf an offer of ‘com- 
pensation’ made by the strikers’ former employers, Pall Mall. and 
has since withdrawn support, from the 53 hospital workers who 
have been fighting since October 1995 against wage cuts and for 
basic trade union principles. 


At UNISON’s 1996 Conference, its leadership promised it would 
support these workers until they were all reinstated - at UNISON’s 
Health Conference even New Labour’s Harriet Harman, then 
shadow health minister, pledged to fight for their reinstatement 
under a Labour government. 


What will happen now to these 53 trades unionists whose courage 
has set such an example to other workers? Will they too disappear 
into the great void which seems to have swallowed hundreds of 
thousands of people including engineers, print workers, minework- 
ers who - their jobs, services, industries destroyed - have vanished 
from collective action? 


Or will the trade union and Labour movement, fragmented, dis- 
heartened, disunified though it has become, use the Hillingdon 
strikers to help us rebuild or, rather, build anew a movement based 
on commitment to trades union principles (starting with ‘you do not 
cross a picket line’); a movement in which eloquence doesn’t serve 
as a substitute for action but can only be delivered as part of that 
action; a movement which recognises that for trades unionists cap- 
italism by definition means class war, and we’re either on one side 
or the other. 
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Arthur Scargill and RMT’s Phil 
Boston, who spoke with characteristic 
down-to-earth clarity and Socialist 
understanding of the struggles ahead, 
both in Bristol and nationally. 


Arthur Scargill described his 
vision of Socialism, drawing great 
applause as he pledged the SLP to 
ending the destructiveness and misery 
of capitalism, to be replaced by 
Socialism in Britain and international- 
ly, built through solidarity, extra- 
Parliamentary action and the use of 
elections to Parliament. 


David Larcombe 


Comrades from Enfield Southgate CSLP getting the Party’s 


message across 


CSLP has embarked on public 
activity in a hotbed of Portillo-ite 
post-Thatcherism. The leafy suburbs 
of Palmers Green are hardly down- 
town Barnsley, but, nevertheless, with 
our stall bedecked with Socialist 


i: LONDON, Enfield Southgate 
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(Photo: Carol Pass) 


News, Dockers’ Charter, badges and 
lookalike Calvin Klein T-shirts (a bit 
naff!) we managed in our first outing 
before Christmas to persuade shop- 
pers to part with over £40 for the 
Liverpool Dockers in just a couple of 
hours. 


Organisational changes 


= wl 


ing the Par 


RISTOL’S Barton § Hill 
Settlement hall was packed 
one evening in late January 


for Bristol SLP’s first public meeting, a 
lively and passionate exchange of 
ideas, addressed by, among others, 


The Bristol meeting is just 
one of many that have taken 
place in recent weeks around 
England, Scotland and Wales. 
From Motherwell to 
Pontypridd, on Merseyside, in 
Durham, South/East/North 
London, in Berkshire, people 
have packed into clubs and 
halls to listen to SLP speakers - 
and join our Party. 


At the same time, round the 
corner, ‘New Labour’ was engaged in 
some low-level pre-election activity. 
In fact, it was so low-level and obscure 
that it had the good people of Palmers 
Green completely baffled. New 
Labour troops were thrusting packets 
of peanuts into the hands of totally 
bemused passers-by. The accompany- 
ing message: ‘PEANUTS - that’s all 
we’re left with after 22 Tory tax rises’ 
was lost on North London taxpayers. 
The ones I spoke to thought that the 
gimmick referred to what to expect 
under New Labour! Even the New 
Labour troops looked embarrassed; 
not having been briefed properly by 
whoever dreamed it up, they had 
simply been offering this ‘freebie’ to 
people, saying: “have some 
PEANUTS on the Labour Party”. 
Strange types, the New Labour spin 
doctors! 


Mike Howgate 


PUBLIC MEETINGS 
COMING UP _|¥fs 


basic trade union principles. 


At UNISON’s 1996 Conference, its leadership promised it would 
support these workers until they were all reinstated - at UNISON’s 
Health Conference even New Labour's Harriet Harman, then 
shadow health minister, pledged to fight for their reinstatement 
under a Labour government. 


What will happen now to these 53 trades unionists whose courage 
has set such an example to other workers? Will they too disappear 
into the great void which seems to have swallowed hundreds of 
thousands of people including engineers, print workers, minework- 
ers who - their jobs, services, industries destroyed - have vanished 
from collective action? 


Or will the trade union and Labour movement, fragmented, dis- 
heartened, disunified though it has become, use the Hillingdon 
strikers to help us rebuild or, rather, build anew a movement based 
on commitment to trades union principles (starting with ‘you do not 
cross a picket line’); a movement in which eloquence doesn’t serve 
as a substitute for action but can only be delivered as part of that 
action; a movement which recognises that for trades unionists cap- 
italism by definition means class war, and we’re either on one side 
or the other. 


Every time a trade union gives up on a dispute, it must face the 
moral and human consequences of doing so. Its members no less 
than its leaders must ask themselves: why this decision? If the 
answer is fear of the anti-trade union laws, we all know these laws 
could be rendered utterly inoperable if giant unions such as the 
TGWU - or UNISON - started mobilising even a fraction of their 
memberships in pursuit of the hopes and visions that gave birth to 
trades unions in the first place. 


Meanwhile, many of us will wince at the television advertisement 
that shows an army of ants forcing a stubborn bear to stop block- 
ing their path and ‘get out of the way’. 


The reason the ants succeed? They’re acting ‘in UNISON’... 


Socialist Labour Party National Office 
(please note new address) 
9 Victoria Road, Barnsley 
South Yorkshire $70 2BB 
Answerphone/Fax: 01226-770957 


Comrades from Enfield Southgate CSLP getting the Party’s 
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CSLP has embarked on public 
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News, Dockers’ Charter, badges and 
lookalike Calvin Klein T-shirts (a bit 
naff!) we managed in our first outing 
before Christmas to persuade shop- 
pers to part with over £40 for the 
Liverpool Dockers in just a couple of 
hours. 


Organisational changes 


S A RESULT of Pat Sikorski 
A to return to his job on 

the London Underground after 
serving three years as a full-time 
member of rail union RMT’S National 
Executive, it was essential that the SLP 
make organisational changes, as Pat is 
now involved in shift and weekend 
working.The NEC has resolved the 
problem by agreeing that Arthur 
Scargill become General Secretary; 


Frank Cave, President; while Pat, whose 
experience and talents have been such 
an asset in establishing and building our 
Party, becomes Vice President - thus 
retaining the leadership elected by the 
SLP’s founding conference. The Party’s 
NEC has also agreed that because of the 
impending General Election, the 1997 
Party Conference scheduled for May 
should be postponed until October this 
year. 


MEMBERSHIP 
SUBSCRIPTIONS & 
CONTRIBUTIONS 


LP MEMBERSHIP runs from 
Ss: January to 31 December 
(that’s why the year is printed on 
the front of membership cards), and 
contributions for 1997 


unchanged from last year - i.e., £13 per 
vear (25n ner week) unwaged: £26 ner 


remain 


that includes your name, full address, 
membership number and the parlia- 
mentary consitutency in which you live 
and vote to: General Secretary, 


Socialist Labour Party, c/o 2/4 Hilden 


Street, Leigh, Lancashire WN7 4LG._ 


Please let us know if vou change vour 
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~ that it had the good people of Palmers 


Green completely baffled. New 
Labour troops were thrusting packets 
of peanuts into the hands of totally 
bemused passers-by. The accompany- 
ing message: ‘PEANUTS - that’s all 
we’re left with after 22 Tory tax rises’ 
was lost on North London taxpayers. 
The ones I spoke to thought that the 
gimmick referred to what to expect 
under New Labour! Even the New 
Labour troops looked embarrassed; 
not having been briefed properly by 
whoever dreamed it up, they had 
simply been offering this ‘freebie’ to 
people, saying: “have some 
PEANUTS on the Labour Party”. 
Strange types, the New Labour spin 
doctors! 


Mike Howgate 


PUBLIC MEETINGS 
COMING UP 


MERSEYSIDE 
Thursday, 6 March, 
7.30 p.m. 
Cherryfield Club, 
Cherryfield Drive, Kirby 
Alec McFadden, 


Arthur Scargill 


HULL 
Monday, 17 March, 
7.30 p.m. 

Ritz Club, 
Holderness Road, Hull 
Bob Crow, Jimmy Nolan, 
speaker from 
Magnet strikers 


DEWSBURY 
Wednesday, 19 March 
7.30 p.m. 
White Rose Club, 
Wakefield Road, 
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italism by definition means class war, and we’re either on one side 
or the other. 
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Every time a trade union gives up on a dispute, it must face the 
moral and human consequences of doing so. Its members no less 
than its leaders must ask themselves: why this decision? If the 
answer is fear of the anti-trade union laws, we all know these laws 
could be rendered utterly inoperable if giant unions such as the 
TGWU - or UNISON - started mobilising even a fraction of their 
memberships in pursuit of the hopes and visions that gave birth to 


trades unions in the first place. 


Meanwhile, many of us will wince at the television advertisement 
that shows an army of ants forcing a stubborn bear to stop block- 
ing their path and ‘get out of the way’. 
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Organisational changes 


S A RESULT of Pat Sikorski 
having to return to his job on 
the London Underground after 


serving three years as a full-time 
member of rail union RMT’S National 
Executive, it was essential that the SLP 
make organisational changes, as Pat is 
now involved in shift and weekend 
working.The NEC has resolved the 
problem by agreeing that Arthur 
Scargill become General Secretary; 


Frank Cave, President; while Pat, whose 
experience and talents have been such 
an asset in establishing and building our 
Party, becomes Vice President - thus 
retaining the leadership elected by the 
SLP’s founding conference. The Party’s 
NEC has also agreed that because of the 
impending General Election, the 1997 
Party Conference scheduled for May 
should be postponed until October this 
year. 


MEMBERSHIP 
SUBSCRIPTIONS & 
CONTRIBUTIONS 


LP MEMBERSHIP runs from 
a, 1 January to 31 December 
(that’s why the year is printed on 
the front of membership cards), and 
1997 
unchanged from last year - 1.e., £13 per 


contributions for remain 
year (25p per week) unwaged; £26 per 
year (SOp per week) waged. 

Any comrades who haven't yet paid 
subscriptions this year and can pay their 
1997 dues in full would make a much- 
appreciated contribution by doing so 
straightaway. After all, Socialist Labour 
has no millionaires or corporate donors 
backing us - and we are not only build- 
ing the Party, but facing a General 
Election very soon! 

Please make all cheques or postal 
orders payable to the ‘Socialist Labour 
Party’ and send with a covering letter 


that includes your name, full address, 
membership number and the parlia- 
mentary consitutency in which you live 
and vote to: General Secretary, 
Socialist Labour Party, c/o 2/4 Hilden 
Street, Leigh, Lancashire WN7 4LG. 
Please let us know if you change your 
address so that our records are up to 
date. 


DONATIONS 


The generosity thus far of comrades 
in making donations is deeply appreciat- 
ed. Whether helping with Socialist 
Labour’s day-to-day work or adding to 
our General Election fund, please make 
cheques and postal orders payable to 
the ‘Socialist Labour Party’ and send to 
the General Secretary at the Leigh 
address above. 


PUBLIC MEETINGS 
COMING UP 


MERSEYSIDE 
Thursday, 6 March, 
7.30 p.m. 
Cherryfield Club, 
Cherryfield Drive, Kirby 
Alec McFadden, 
Arthur Scargill 


HULL 
Monday, 17 March, 
7.30 p.m. 

Ritz Club, 
Holderness Road, Hull 
Bob Crow, Jimmy Nolan, 
speaker from 


Magnet strikers 


DEWSBURY 
Wednesday, 19 March 
7.30 p.m. 

White Rose Club, 
Wakefield Road, 
Chickenley, Dewsbury, 
Arthur Scargill 


BIRMINGHAM 
Sunday 23 March 
3.30 p.m. 

Indian Workers 
Association/SLP 
Sandwell College 
Crocketts Lane, Smethwick 

Birmingham B66 
Terry Dunn & others 
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orkers’ win a shock for bosses 


The T & N occupation in Glasgow has lessons for us all writes DAVE TOOMER 


HE Tory propaganda machine 
would have us believe that 
unions are finished and indus- 
trial action is a thing of the past, to be 
consigned to the dustbin of history. But 
workers at the Glacier factory in 
Glasgow, who challenged some of the 
most blatant attacks on the trade union 
movement and fought valiantly for their 
jobs, beg to differ. 

When the entire workforce was 
sacked for daring to demand negotia- 
tions over working practices and for 
standing up to bully-boy management 
tactics, they occupied their factory and 
captured the imagination of their local 
community and trades unionists every- 
where. For convenor Bernie Kilkie their 
incredible victory after a two-month 
battle in which they gave management a 
bloody nose was confirmation that 
trades unions, solidarity and the will to 
fight are truly alive and kicking. 

The dispute began after a new 
manager was installed at the T and N- 
owned factory, manufacturing plant 
bearings for the power industry. The 


new manager wanted to introduce a 15- 
point programme of changes - including 
a new shift system, the scrapping of a 
sick pay scheme so workers would not 
be paid for their first three days’ sickness 
and new flexible working practices. 
Bernie believes the manager mistakenly 
thought the workers would lie down and 
die - but he was in for a rude awakening. 
Matters came to a head when a scheme 
was unilaterally imposed that called on 


workers operating machinery to 
perform other tasks. The union 
(Amalgamated Engineeering and 


Electricians’ Union, AEEU)) registered 
a ‘failure to agree’ under a grievance 
procedure which requires the status quo 
to remain until an issue is resolved. 

But the new working practices were 
put into effect against the youngest 
worker in the factory, who went straight 
to his union. Bernie said: “All we wanted 
was for matters to be discussed and nego- 
tiated so that health and safety could be 
considered, but that was refused. 

“This lad was given a verbal warning 
for refusing to carry out the new 


working practices. We said we were 
appealing, but the supervisor said the 
manager had told him he had thrown the 
old ‘rule book’ in the bin, and he was 
imposing new rules on us.” 

It was clear that the young worker 
faced the sack - and his colleagues 
immediately downed tools. 
Management reacted to that by sacking 
the entire workforce. 

The gloves were off. Management 
probably braced themselves for a bitter 
dispute with pickets outside on the gates 
while scab labour was bussed in and 
selected former workers were offered 
employment on new terms, and without 
a union! 

But what followed undoubtedly 
took the bosses completely by surprise - 
the workers reported for duty as usual, 
and refused to move. Their occupation 
began. This meant no scabs, no mass 
pickets and above all no production in a 
factory which has a £10 million turnover 
and a bulging order book. 

Away from the factory, the AEEU 
leadership, fearing a Court-ordered 


seizure of union funds, was quick to 
disown this unofficial dispute, although 
it eventually agreed to provide hardship 
payments to members. 

This ‘disowning’ meant that Bernie, 
as convenor, was responsible for. the 
dispute and faced being sued personally 
for lost production; he had to live with the 
possibility that his home and everything 
he owned could have been repossessed. 

But Bernie kept going. He said: “I 
knew that if that happened, every trade 
unionist in the country would have sent 
me £1, and I would be living in a castle!” 
It was that sort of faith in workers’ soli- 
darity that kept Bernie and the rest of 
the workers going through the two- 
month-long occupation. They took the 
campaign into the local community with 
demonstrations and collections at foot- 
ball matches, and got tremendous 
support, raising £50,000. 

Eventually, management agreed to 
meet the union, and there were signs 
that the employers were starting to 
crack, talking about bringing some 
workers back - but not the ‘ring leaders’ 


because they had become too ‘political- 
ly aware’. 

The workers held out - and on 7 
January they were offered full reinstate- 
ment. 

Negotiations on working practices are 
now going on through union committees 
with health and safety representatives. 

Bernie says that in an era when 
unions are seen to be under the cosh, 
and workers feel ham-stringed by anti- 
union legislation, the Glacier victory is 
of huge importance. 

“It is a very significant victory,” he 
says. “It shows that workers can take on 
the law and win, and it proved that we 
can fight back. I think management got a 
shock when we took them on. They 
thought they could walk all over us and 
they were surprised at how determined 
we were. 

“This shows that unions aren’t dead, 
and that there are new ways of fighting 
back. Occupations have got to be a way 
forward for workers in dispute, and 
should be used more. It was certainly 
effective in our case.” 


Reinstate Pat Walsh! 


LIZ EPPS reports on the 


victimisation of a key NATFHE activist 


The same College Principal who 
sacked Pat dismissed 350 part-time 
Accrington and Rossendale lecturers 


during last summer's holidays, and told 


them that i thev wanted work in future 


scargill determined to 
protect miners’ money 


On 15 January this year, the Daily 
Talearanh aleefitillv reanortad that tha 
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tactics, they occupied their factory and 
captured the imagination of their local 
community and trades unionists every- 
where. For convenor Bernie Kilkie their 
incredible victory after a two-month 
battle in which they gave management a 
bloody nose was. confirmation that 
trades unions, solidarity and the will to 
fight are truly alive and kicking. 

The dispute began after a new 
manager was installed at the T and N- 
owned factory, manufacturing plant 
bearings for the power industry. The 


Electricians’ Union, AEEU)) registered 
a ‘failure to agree’ under a grievance 
procedure which requires the status quo 
to remain until an issue is resolved. 

But the new working practices were 
put into effect against the youngest 
worker in the factory, who went straight 
to his union. Bernie said: “All we wanted 
was for matters to be discussed and nego- 
tiated so that health and safety could be 
considered, but that was refused. 

“This lad was given a verbal warning 
for refusing to carry out the new 


selected former workers were offered 
employment on new terms, and without 
a union! 

But what followed undoubtedly 
took the bosses completely by surprise - 
the workers reported for duty as usual, 
and refused to move. Their occupation 
began. This meant no scabs, no mass 
pickets and above all no production in a 
factory which has a £10 million turnover 
and a bulging order book. 

Away from the factory, the AEEU 
leadership, fearing a Court-ordered 


It was that sort of faith in workers’ soli- 
darity that kept Bernie and the rest of 
the workers going through the two- 
month-long occupation. They took the 
campaign into the local community with 
demonstrations and collections at foot- 
ball matches, and got tremendous 
support, raising £50,000. 

Eventually, management agreed to 
meet the union, and there were signs 
that the employers were starting to 
crack, talking about bringing some 
workers back - but not the ‘ring leaders’ 


says. “It shows that workers can take on 
the law and win, and it proved that we 
can fight back. I think management got a 
shock when we took them on. They 
thought they could walk all over us and 
they were surprised at how determined 
we were. 

“This shows that unions aren’t dead, 
and that there are new ways of fighting 
back. Occupations have got to be a way 
forward for workers in dispute, and 
should be used more. It was certainly 
effective in our case.” 


Reinstate Pat Walsh! 


LIZ EPPS reports on the 


victimisation of a key NATFHE activist 


Pat Walsh 
BOLT from the blue hit 
Ave activist Pat Walsh on 
the afternoon of Friday, 20 


December. On the last day of term 
before Christmas, and the day before he 


was to marry fellow-SLP member Helen 
Drummond, Pat without any warning 
was made redundant from his teaching 
job at Accrington and Rossendale 
College. 

He was given ten minutes to clear 
his desk before being escorted from the 
site and told that “it would not be in the 
interest of the college” for him to reap- 


—S 


The same College Principal who 
sacked Pat dismissed 350 part-time 
Accrington and Rossendale lecturers 


‘during last summer’s holidays, and told 


them that if they wanted work in future 
they would have to register with an 
agency, whereupon they might be lucky 
enough to get work (along with a 20 
percent pay cut and no employment 
rights)! The Principal went on to use 
anti-trade union laws to stop NATFHE 
members taking strike action in support 
of their sacked part-time colleagues. 
Pat Walsh has been in the forefront 
of the campaign to get rid of the agency 
and reinstate these college workers. 
Following his own sacking, he appealed 
to the College Governors against his dis- 
missal. At his appeal hearing, it was 
clearly shown that the College had 
breached its own Articles’ of 
Governance and its own redundancy 
procedure. The Governors decided, 
however, that they were not there to 
consider the legality of Pat’s sacking - 
only whether it was fair or not, and pro- 
ceeded to uphold his ‘redundancy’. 
Pat’s case has been submitted to an 
Industrial Tribunal on grounds of unfair 
dismissal for trade union activity. 
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Scargill determined to 
protect miners’ money 


On 15 January this year, the Daily 
Telegraph gleefully reported that the 
Charity Commission was to investi- 
gate complaints it had received con- 
cerning three Trusts in the Yorkshire 
coalfield which look after miners’ 
welfare, convalescence and a dis- 
abled miners’ centre, and have been 
operating in various forms for over 75 
years. The name of National Union of 
Mineworkers President (and SLP 
General Secretary) Arthur Scargill 
loomed large in the story. 


The Charity Commissioners claimed 
to have received complaints about 
how the three Trusts have been 
administered, with particular empha- 
sis on a grant of £800,000 from one 
Trust (the Yorkshire Miners’ Welfare 
Trust Fund) to another, the Yorkshire 
Miners’ Welfare Convalescent Homes 
Trust - which is designed to keep 
miners’ convalescent homes open in 
perpetuity. Amongst several other 
complaints is one that the structures 


of the Trusts place effective control in 
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The truth behind this bizarre story 
and the Charity Commissioners’ 
‘inquiry’ is that the Government is 
infuriated by the determination of the 
NUM-appointed Trustees to the 
Trusts to protect monies which 
belong to Yorkshire miners, ex-miners 
and their beneficiaries from ‘seizure’ 
by a new charity, CISWO, established 
and imposed by the Government as 
part of its coal industry privatisation 
programme. 


This imposed charity has taken over 
the name of the Coal Industry Social 
Welfare Organisation (CISWO) which 
since 1950 had operated as a limited 
company jointly owned by the 
National Coal Board and the NUM. 


The Government is aware that mil- 
lions of pounds of miners’ money is 
held in area and local welfare Trust 
funds, and is determined to get its 
grubby hands on that money; but the 
new CISWO Charity found itself 


unable to simply ‘take’ from these 
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Disabled Miners’ Centre which pro- 
vides rehabilitation and recreation for 
men who have become paraplegic or 
severely disabled working in the 
mining industry. 


But the new Government-imposed 
charity has made clear that in future 
it will pay only half those costs 
which were previously the responsi- 
bility of CISWO, the limited 
company. 


Arthur Scargill and other NUM- 
appointed Trustees have challenged 
this attack on the people most vul- 
nerable in coalfield areas. “We have a 
responsibility to protect the interests 
and welfare of those who have been 
injured - or badly maimed - providing 
Britain with cheap, efficient coal,” 
says Scargill. 


“Partnership funding is a clear 
attempt to ‘seize’ miners’ Trust fund 
monies, and our people have had 
enough of this Government - first of 
all ‘takina’ the eurnlue from our 


Pat Walsh 

BOLT from the blue hit 
Ave activist Pat Walsh on 

the afternoon of Friday, 20 
December. On the last day of term 
before Christmas, and the day before he 
was to marry fellow-SLP member Helen 
Drummond, Pat without any warning 
was made redundant from his teaching 
job at Accrington and Rossendale 
College. 

He was given ten minutes to clear 
his desk before being escorted from the 
site and told that “it would not be in the 
interest of the college” for him to reap- 
pear. The ‘redundancy’ excuse given for 
Pat’s dismissal doesn’t hold water. 
Secretary of the College’s NATFHE 
branch and member of the NATFHE 
NEC, Pat, with a full teaching timetable, 
was the only college staff member made 
redundant - without discussion, consul- 
tation or notice. His sacking represents 
blatant victimisation of a trades union 
activist. 

His classes are now being covered by 
agency staff - and therein is a clue to 
what’s really going on. 
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sacked Pat dismissed 350 part-time 
Accrington and Rossendale lecturers 
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during last summer’s holidays, and told 


them that if they wanted work in future 
they would have to register with an 
agency, whereupon they might be lucky 
enough to get work (along with a 20 
percent pay cut and no employment 
rights)! The Principal went on to use 
anti-trade union laws to stop NATFHE 
members taking strike action in support 
of their sacked part-time colleagues. 

Pat Walsh has been in the forefront 
of the campaign to get rid of the agency 
and reinstate these college workers. 
Following his own sacking, he appealed 
to the College Governors against his dis- 
missal. At his appeal hearing, it was 
clearly shown that the College had 
breached _ its Articles of 
Governance and its own redundancy 
procedure. The Governors decided, 
however, that they were not there to 
consider the legality of Pat’s sacking - 
only whether it was fair or not, and pro- 
ceeded to uphold his ‘redundancy’. 

Pat’s case has been submitted to an 
Industrial Tribunal on grounds of unfair 
dismissal for trade union activity. 

It appears that the Principal is deter- 
mined to smash trade union organisation 
within the College, and even mobilised 
management to help secure the overturn 
of a ‘yes’ vote for indefinite strike action 
for Pat’s reinstatement last month. 

However, NATFHE 
around Britain have pledged to keep up 
the fight against Pat’s sacking. They need 
to - so does the TUC. 

Remember, if this can be done to Pat 


own 


members 


Walsh, it can happen to anyone and 
everyone. 
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On 15 January this year, the Daily 
Telegraph gleefully reported that the 
Charity Commission was to investi- 
gate complaints it had received con- 
cerning three Trusts in the Yorkshire 
coalfield which look after miners’ 
welfare, convalescence and a dis- 
abled miners’ centre, and have been 
operating in various forms for over 75 
years. The name of National Union of 
Mineworkers President (and SLP 
General Secretary) Arthur Scargill 
loomed large in the story. 


The Charity Commissioners claimed 
to have received complaints about 
how the three Trusts have been 
administered, with particular empha- 
sis on a grant of £800,000 from one 
Trust (the Yorkshire Miners’ Welfare 
Trust Fund) to another, the Yorkshire 
Miners’ Welfare Convalescent Homes 
Trust - which is designed to keep 
miners’ convalescent homes open in 
perpetuity. Amongst several other 
complaints is one that the structures 
of the Trusts place effective control in 
the hands of the NUM President who 
has a casting vote. 


It’s now been revealed that the com- 
plainants sparking off the inquiry are 
British Coal-appointed Trustees, 
including Albert Tuke OBE and Peter 
Hall,who have been involved for 
years in running these Trusts in 
exactly the same way as they are 
operated today! 
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The truth behind this bizarre story 
and the Charity Commissioners’ 
‘inquiry’ is that the Government is 
infuriated by the determination of the 
NUM-appointed Trustees to the 
Trusts to protect monies which 
belong to Yorkshire miners, ex-miners 
and their beneficiaries from ‘seizure’ 
by a new charity, CISWO, established 
and imposed by the Government as 
part of its coal industry privatisation 
programme. 


This imposed charity has taken over 
the name of the Coal Industry Social 
Welfare Organisation (CISWO) which 
since 1950 had operated as a limited 
company jointly owned by the 
National Coal Board and the NUM. 


The Government is aware that mil- 
lions of pounds of miners’ money is 
held in area and local welfare Trust 
funds, and is determined to get its 
grubby hands on that money; but the 
new CISWO Charity found itself 
unable to simply ‘take’ from these 
funds. So, it devised a scheme (or, 
more appropriately, a ‘scam’) which it 
described as partnership funding. 
This is a sophisticated term for 
‘taking’ miners’ Trust fund monies 
held in area and local welfare Trust 
funds. 


It works like this: prior to privatisation 
in 1994, CISWO was wholly responsi- 
ble for financing and maintaining 
facilities such as the Pontefract 
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Disabled Miners’ Centre which pro- 
vides rehabilitation and recreation for 
men who have become paraplegic or 
severely disabled working in the 
mining industry. 


But the new Government-imposed 
charity has made clear that in future 
it will pay only half those costs 
which were previously the responsi- 
bility of CISWO, the limited 
company. 


Arthur Scargill and other NUM- 
appointed Trustees have challenged 
this attack on the people most vul- 
nerable in coalfield areas. “We have a 
responsibility to protect the interests 
and welfare of those who have been 
injured - or badly maimed - providing 
Britain with cheap, efficient coal,” 
says Scargill. 


“Partnership funding is a clear 
attempt to ‘seize’ miners’ Trust fund 
monies, and our people have had 
enough of this Government - first of 
all ‘taking’ the surplus from our 
pension schemes, and now this. 
People from all walks of life constant- 
ly tell me it’s a tragedy that Britain 
didn’t listen to the NUM in 1984. 
Well, we’re telling people now that 
this sleazy Government, having 
butchered our pits, wants to grab 
miners’ welfare Trust funds. It has to 
be stopped.” 


Stephanie Marley 


Powerful movement for change 


Years of red/green alliance talk is beginning to have real meaning 
DAVID TAYLOR draws lessons from the Battle of Newbury 


RE-UNION rally on 11 January 

f \ marked one year since work started 

on the Newbury by-pass. The road 

has destroyed wild woods and special 

nature reserves, and devastated the coun- 
tryside for miles around. 

The next step is the in-filling of the land 
between the new road and the town, with 
development which will increase the built- 
up area of Newbury by over 30 percent. 
This will bring millions in profit for the 
landowners and developers - the same 
vested interests, in fact, that have 
bankrolled the campaign for a bypass along 
with their cronies and fellow-investors in 
the House of Lords. 

The Third Battle of Newbury Anti-By- 
Pass Campaign recently hosted a Sunday visit 
by protestors from Salisbury where a new six 
interchange by-pass threatens that town’s his- 
toric water meadows. Our walk along the 
Kennet and Avon towpath was monitored by 
dozens of hard-hatted security guards. The 
security doubled at the point where it was 
possible to invade the by-pass site - by barge! 

The Salisbury people were horrified by 
what they saw on their visit, but some of 


them thought their particular campaign was 
best kept ‘local’. In response, one direct 
activist, Simon, explained his ‘sponge 
theory’ to them. It goes like this: the big 
international corporations are ruining the 
entire planet for profit, and the government 
agencies that do their dirty work use all the 
local, national and European planning laws, 
appeals, hearings, as a giant sponge, to 
absorb the time and energies of each single 
small group of objectors until those objec- 


tors are themselves ‘mopped up’ and harm- 
less. 

We are not fighting just for Newbury or 
Salisbury, said Simon, but for the whole of 
Britain and, in fact, the world. If they’ve got 
a sponge, he said, then we need a lake. To 
achieve any success we need the unity and 
mutual support of all those marginalised 
groups that are being forced to fight against 
different aspects of the same profit system 
which has created the road-building 
madness. 

Simon’s analysis is shared by most long- 
term campaigners who have taken part in 
other actions against opencast mining, in 
Reclaim the Streets and anti-road actions, 
from Devon to Scotland. The network of 
self-organising activists has proved both 
original in style and effective in mobilising 
big numbers. 

Where road development is concerned, 
some people hope that a Labour govern- 
ment will move towards alternative trans- 
port initiatives, but recent evidence seems 
to point the other way. The Council for the 
Protection of Rural England (CPRE) has 
already attacked New Labour after a 


speech by Parliamentary spokesperson 
Keith Vaz, who described out-of-town 
shopping complexes as -‘innovative and 
exciting’, said that Britain had ‘the best in 
the world’ and added that no government 
should stand in the way of ‘this retail revo- 
lution’! 

He was addressing an audience of plan- 
ners and developers. Everyone else knows 
that these huge eyesores spawn more roads, 
blight town centres, destroy local communi- 
ties and cost jobs - which explains why 400 
small local businesses in Newbury are 
against that by-pass. New Labour, mean- 
while, is proving itself another Party of big 
business. 

More encouraging is the attitude of the 
many anti-road campaigners who travelled 
to Liverpool to support the dockers. All 
agree that the solidarity between these 
struggles has been tremendous, and that 
years of red/green alliance talk has begun to 
have some real meaning. They must be 
right. Working in mutual respect, the many 
different strands of struggle can be drawn 
together to create a powerful movement for 
change. 


MICK APPLEYARD and ANNE SCARGILL recruit for the ‘No Opencast’ campaign 


AMIDST growing concern about the 
damage that opencast mining does to 
countryside and to communities, the ‘No 
Opencast’ campaign which we’re 
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In No Opencast, we have a commitment 


to direct action. whether it’s organising 


expeditions to look for coal on Michael 
Heseltine’s lawn, or visiting Chatsworth 
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development which will increase the built- 
up area of Newbury by over 30 percent. 
This will bring millions in profit for the 
landowners and developers - the same 
vested interests, in fact, that have 
bankrolled the campaign for a bypass along 
with their cronies and fellow-investors in 
the House of Lords. 

The Third Battle of Newbury Anti-By- 
Pass Campaign recently hosted a Sunday visit 
by protestors from Salisbury where a new six 
interchange by-pass threatens that town’s his- 
toric water meadows. Our walk along the 
Kennet and Avon towpath was monitored by 
dozens of hard-hatted security guards. The 
security doubled at the point where it was 
possible to invade the by-pass site - by barge! 

The Salisbury people were horrified by 
what they saw on their visit, but some of 
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them thought their particular campaign was 
best kept ‘local’. In response, one direct 
activist, Simon, explained his ‘sponge 
theory’ to them. It goes like this: the big 
international corporations are ruining the 
entire planet for profit, and the government 
agencies that do their dirty work use all the 
local, national and European planning laws, 
appeals, hearings, as a giant sponge, to 
absorb the time and energies of each single 
small group of objectors until those objec- 


groups that are being forced to fight against 
different aspects of the same profit system 
which has created the road-building 
madness. 

Simon’s analysis is shared by most long- 
term campaigners who have taken part in 
other actions against opencast mining, in 
Reclaim the Streets and anti-road actions, 
from Devon to Scotland. The network of 
self-organising activists has proved both 
original in style and effective in mobilising 
big numbers. 

Where road development is concerned, 
some people hope that a Labour govern- 
ment will move towards alternative trans- 
port initiatives, but recent evidence seems 
to point the other way. The Council for the 
Protection of Rural England (CPRE) has 
already attacked New Labour after a 


ners and developers. Everyone else knows 
that these huge eyesores spawn more roads, 
blight town centres, destroy local communi- 
ties and cost jobs - which explains why 400 
small local businesses in Newbury are 
against that by-pass. New Labour, mean- 
while, is proving itself another Party of big 
business. 

More encouraging is the attitude of the 
many anti-road campaigners who travelled 
to Liverpool to support the dockers. All 
agree that the solidarity between these 
struggles has been tremendous, and that 
years of red/green alliance talk has begun to 
have some real meaning. They must be 
right. Working in mutual respect, the many 
different strands of struggle can be drawn 
together to create a powerful movement for 
change. 


MICK APPLEYARD and ANNE SCARGILL recruit for the ‘No Opencast’ campaign 


AMIDST growing concern about the 
damage that opencast mining does to 
countryside and to communities, the ‘No 
Opencast’ campaign which we’re 
involved in is growing too. 


Opencasting grabs at coal reserves which 
lie just below the surface of the earth’s 
skin; the air is polluted while fields, 
meadows, moors and waterlands are 
ripped up in a greedy hunt which has no 
interest in long-term energy planning or 
ecological protection. 


General concern about the environmental 
damage of opencasting is not new. 
Around the world, ecologists have been 
protesting for years that this ‘get rich 
quick’ method of extracting coal scars 
the countryside, destroys wildlife habitats 
and damages human health. Opencasting 
is a symbol of capitalist greed, pure and 
simple, and nowhere more so than in 
Britain, where it bypasses long-term plan- 
ning and investment which are necessary 
for proper use of Britain’s 1,000 years of 
coal reserves. 


No Opencast campaigners, including Anne Scargill, second from left, on a protest ‘visit’ to 


the Duke of Devonshire at Chatsworth House 


since the ‘blood-bath’ of pit closures in 


(thanks to MSG for photo) 


challenge opencasting is through the 


In No Opencast, we have a commitment 
to direct action. whether it’s organising 
expeditions to look for coal on Michael 
Heseltine’s lawn, or visiting Chatsworth 
House to urge the Duke of Devonshire to 
reject the monetary lure of opencasting 
on ‘his’ property. 


Although we’re anxious to build alliances 
with other environmentalists who may 
regard themselves as ‘nonpolitical’, our 
own activism is very political and we 
make no secret of it. 


To us, fighting against opencast damage 
to the countryside and to people’s health 
is the same as fighting to bring the deep- 
mine coal industry back into public own- 
ership. Both demand an energy policy 
that protects the environment, creates a 
healthy economy and rebuilds devastated 
communities. 


SATURDAY, 12 APRIL 
LONDON 
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AMIDST growing concern about the 
damage that opencast mining does to 
countryside and to communities, the ‘No 
Opencast’ campaign which we’re 
involved in is growing too. 


Opencasting grabs at coal reserves which 
lie just below the surface of the earth’s 
skin; the air is polluted while fields, 
meadows, moors and waterlands are 
ripped up in a greedy hunt which has no 
interest in long-term energy planning or 
ecological protection. 


General concern about the environmental 
damage of opencasting is not new. 
Around the world, ecologists have been 
protesting for years that this ‘get rich 
quick’ method of extracting coal scars 
the countryside, destroys wildlife habitats 
and damages human health. Opencasting 
is a symbol of capitalist greed, pure and 
simple, and nowhere more so than in 
Britain, where it bypasses long-term plan- 
ning and investment which are necessary 
for proper use of Britain’s 1,000 years of 
coal reserves. 


Over the past decade, opencasting has 
become a political weapon in the hands 
of the Tories, who have backed virtually 
every application to opencast as part of 
their war on the National Union of 
Mineworkers. 


It’s been shameful to see local authori- 
ties, some in the heart of coalfields such 
as Yorkshire, caving in to the opencast 
profiteers, and agreeing that this vandal- 
ism with all its hazards can go ahead - 
instead of working with the NUM towards 
the renationalisation and rebuilding of 
Britain’s deep-mine coal industry. But 
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No Opencast campaigners, including Anne Scargill, second from left, on a protest ‘visit’ to 


the Duke of Devonshire at Chatsworth House 


since the ‘blood-bath’ of pit closures in 
1993/1994, activists in and around the 
NUM have become more involved in anti- 
opencast campaigning. Women Against 
Pit Closures, Justice for Mineworkers 
and NUM members have joined forces 
with long-standing friends and com- 
rades in Miners’ Support Groups (which 
date back to the 1984/85 strike!) to form 
No Opencast which, although it has a 
separate identity, seeks to work with and 
help bring together all the different 
bodies throughout Britain opposed to 
opencast mining. Some of these bodies 
have an outlook that’s very different from 
ours! We understand and respect those 
who seem to feel that the only way to 


(thanks to MSG for photo) 


challenge opencasting is through the 
public inquiry route. We’ve been involved 
in using that route ourselves - and had 
success with it at Sharlston in West 
Yorkshire. Sharlston Colliery, with 
decades of coal reserves, was sense- 
lessly shut in 1993; the Government and 
British Coal argument, of course, was 
that there was no market for its coal. Yet, 
Sharlston almost immediately became 
the target for a plan to opencast its 
reserves! 


The community fought back and the plan 
was ditched; but victories through the 
public inquiry route have been tragically 
few and far between. 


In No Opencast, we have a commitment 
to direct action. whether it’s organising 
expeditions to look for coal on Michael 
Heseltine’s lawn, or visiting Chatsworth 
House to urge the Duke of Devonshire to 
reject the monetary lure of opencasting 
on ‘his’ property. 


Although we’re anxious to build alliances 
with other environmentalists who may 
regard themselves as ‘nonpolitical’, our 
own activism is very political and we 
make no secret of it. 


To us, fighting against opencast damage 
to the countryside and to people’s health 
is the same as fighting to bring the deep- 
mine coal industry back into public own- 
ership. Both demand an energy policy 
that protects the environment, creates a 
healthy economy and rebuilds devastated 
communities. 


SATURDAY, 12 APRIL 
LONDON 


MARCH FOR SOCIAL 
JUSTICE 


SUPPORTING 
INDUSTRIAL AND 
ENVIRONMENTAL 
STRUGGLES 


Join The 500 sacked Liverpool Dockers and 
Women of the Waterfront together with 
the Hillingdon Hospital and Magnet strik- 
ers and environmental activists 


Assemble 12 noon, Kennington Park, S.E. 
London march to Trafalgar Square 
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ANGELA RUDDOCK, SLP PPC, contesting Peckham and Camberwell (against Harriet Harman), 
describes her dream of a truly multi-cultural society 


ALKING along Peckham High 
Street recently, I smiled reflectively 
at the rhythm of the chatter of 
people. Real people...as I strolled, I sighed, and 
listened to the sing-song of the accents, and the 
languages I couldn’t understand. Yet I had to 
admit that there was something universal about 
the body language accompanying all communi- 
cation, which made me recognise the similarity 
of human emotions and crisis which we all go 
through.The diversity of sound and charisma of 
the languages suddenly brought the exotic 
nature of lands wide and far crashing into my 
own little world. For a minute I stood, humbled; 
“Peckham is international”, I thought. 
Uncertainty mixed with excitement as I realised 
that throughout my stroll although I had heard 
at least six different languages I could commu- 
nicate in only one, Jamaican patois. 
As the General Election looms closer, we in 
the SLP must take stock of the changing nature 
and needs of our communities. My constituency, 


OCIALIST LABOUR in Kent has select- 

ed Maureen Cleator as Prospective 

Parliamentary Candidate for the 
Maidstone Constitutency - seat of the notorious 
‘Prisons Minister’, Ann Widdicombe. 

Kent has its fair share of extreme right-wing 
Tories (including Home Secretary Michael 
Howard), but Widdicombe must come close to 
top in the running for most-disliked Tory politi- 
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Peckham, has changed from a community com- 
prised mainly of what would be labelled 
“cockney, working-class people” to a multi-cul- 
tural mixture enriched by immigrant and 
refugee families. The diversity spans Somalian, 
Nigerian, Ghanian, Sierre Leonese, Turkish, 
Vietnamese and Latin American people. This 
neighbourhood runs from ‘Del Boy’ to 
‘Desmond’s’ - and beyond!All these people 
come from cultures which with their distinctions 
- including totally different languages - present a 
mammoth challenge for community interaction. 
I have lived and worked in Peckham for many 
years, and have become increasingly dismayed 
at the poverty, disadvantage, mismanagement of 
resources and overall poor quality of life which 
people have to put up with. 

I joined the Socialist Labour Party because I 
have a deep belief in Socialism as a mechanism 
for building a prosperous and equitable society, 
and I believe it is the only way forward for the 
future. Make no mistake: adapting our neigh- 


Maureen Cleator is Assistant Branch 
Secretary of UNISON’s Kent Branch, and a 
former member of UNISON’s NEC. She is a 
single mother of three teenage sons,and espe- 
cially well- known among the army community 
in Kent, having organised activities over the 
years for army family children, and constantly 
been an outspoken advocate for the rights of 
service personnel and their families. 


She ic convinced that the ill health and ner. 


bourhoods towards a new cross-cultural direc- 
tion will require complex planning and policy 
development. Areas like Peckham urgently 
need bold, imaginative strategies. 

We must strive to replace cultural isolation 
with multi-cultural participation. Education and 
training, health services, housing must be organ- 
ised and provided to deliver a better quality of 
life to all in the community. We can empower 
ourselves by developing interaction and positive 
attitudes, which in turn foster mutual respect 
and admiration between the different cultures. 
Through this we can achieve the real political 
strength that comes from unity.Our new com- 
munities are a natural result of England’s past 
policies of colonialism, when this country inter- 
acted - in a different way - with many others in 
the world. The seeds that were sown then have 
reaped a fascinting, multi-cultural harvest which 
can and will make Britain strong, diverse and 
dynamic. The Socialist Labour Party must be at 
the very heart of this change. 


MAUREEN CLEATOR, SLP PPC, is contesting Maidstone, seat of ‘Prisons Minister’ Ann Widddicombe 


been exposed to compulsory competitive ten- 
dering (CCT). 

She has campaigned vociferously on 
women’s issues, organised women’s groups, and 
has been outspoken on issues of race discrimi- 
nation. In 1992, she presented Michael Howard 
with the Trade Unions’ ‘Badge of Shame’ in 
‘recognition’ of his contribution to the spread of 
low pay. Most of all, through her warm and 


dawn.to-earth nersonalitv she has encouraged 


through.The diversity of sound and charisma of 
the languages suddenly brought the exotic 
nature of lands wide and far crashing into my 
own little world. For a minute I stood, humbled; 
“Peckham is international”, I thought. 
Uncertainty mixed with excitement as I realised 
that throughout my stroll although I had heard 
at least six different languages I could commu- 
nicate in only one, Jamaican patois. 

As the General Election looms closer, we in 
the SLP must take stock of the changing nature 
and needs of our communities. My constituency, 


- including totally different languages - present a 
mammoth challenge for community interaction. 
I have lived and worked in Peckham for many 
years, and have become increasingly dismayed 
at the poverty, disadvantage, mismanagement of 
resources and overall poor quality of life which 
people have to put up with. 

I joined the Socialist Labour Party because I 
have a deep belief in Socialism as a mechanism 
for building a prosperous and equitable society, 
and I believe it is the only way forward for the 
future. Make no mistake: adapting our neigh- 


attitudes, which in turn foster mutual respect 
and admiration between the different cultures. 
Through this we can achieve the real political 
strength that comes from unity.Our new com- 
munities are a natural result of England’s past 
policies of colonialism, when this country inter- 
acted - in a different way - with many others in 
the world. The seeds that were sown then have 
reaped a fascinting, multi-cultural harvest which 
can and will make Britain strong, diverse and 
dynamic. The Socialist Labour Party must be at 
the very heart of this change. 


MAUREEN CLEATOR, SLP PPC, is contesting Maidstone, seat of ‘Prisons Minister’ Ann Widddicombe 


HE SLP’s first National Women’s Section 
Tesi which took place in London at 
the end of January, was well-attended by 
women from around Britain, with apologies 
from many more who were unable to get there. 
Despite differences in age and background, 
we discovered that the overwhelming majority 
among us had similar experiences as women 
members active in our SLP branches. 
This was reflected in our first discussion, on 


ed Maureen Cleator as Prospective 

Parliamentary Candidate for the 
Maidstone Constitutency - seat of the notorious 
‘Prisons Minister’, Ann Widdicombe. 

Kent has its fair share of extreme right-wing 
Tories (including Home Secretary Michael 
Howard), but Widdicombe must come close to 
top in the running for most-disliked Tory politi- 
can, noted as she is for scandalously supporting 
the chaining of pregnant women prisoners while 
they are in labour. 

Maidstone is also home to the maximum 
security prison currently accommodating a 
number of victims of Britain’s racist judicial 
system: people such as Rafael Rowe, a black 
person convicted of the ‘M25 murders’ in spite 
of the fact that witnesses describe the perpetra- 
tors as white. 


S OCIALIST LABOUR in Kent has select- 


January meeting was the strong view that 
women and women’s issues must be high profile 
in every aspect of our General Election cam- 
paign. The meeting was delighted to hear that 
among our several black parliamentary candi- 
dates are two women, and many of us felt 
strongly that the Party should be standing more 
women candidates, so important are women’s 
issues. But these issues must also be paramount 
where the Party candidate is a man! All elec- 


Maureen Cleator is Assistant Branch 
Secretary of UNISON’s Kent Branch, and a 
former member of UNISON’s NEC. She is a 
single mother of three teenage sons,and espe- 
cially well- known among the army community 
in Kent, having organised activities over the 
years for army family children, and constantly 
been an outspoken advocate for the rights of 
service personnel and their families. 

She is convinced that the ill health and per- 
sonal problems of many who served in the Gulf 
War are the result of Gulf War Syndrome - an 
affliction which she feels must have proper 
recognition, and an issue to which she is partic- 
ularly committed. 

A popular local trade union activist locally, 
Maureen has fought hard ( and was doing so 
long before it became a ‘popular’ campaign) for 
the rights of manual workers whose jobs have 


Women’s issues are still a challenge for the Left 


By BRIDGET BELL and CAROLYN SIKORSKI 


SLP branches should look at the role 
women are playing in our public work, includ- 
ing public meetings. Women should be speak- 
ing at these meetings, and that includes 
chairing, not least of all because women’s expe- 
riences help to create a welcoming, friendly 
atmosphere which will encourage still more 
women to join us. 

If there are only a few women in a Party 
branch, all the more reason to make sure 


been exposed to compulsory competitive ten- 
dering (CCT). 

She has campaigned vociferously on 
women’s issues, organised women’s groups, and 
has been outspoken on issues of race discrimi- 
nation. In 1992, she presented Michael Howard 
with the Trade Unions’ ‘Badge of Shame’ in 
‘recognition’ of his contribution to the spread of 
low pay. Most of all, through her warm and 
down-to-earth personality, she has encouraged 
other trade union members to play a part in 
their organisation. 

We in Kent believe Mo is a worthy opponent 
of the Tory MP dubbed ‘Doris Karloff’ by the 
press for her inhumane attitudes. 

We are determined to take Maureen’s cam- 
paign for election as an SLP MP to the widest 
possible audience. 


Zoe Pritchard 


into active Party 
membership; this 
was attributed to 
the branch’s 
vibrant women’s 
section. Proof of 
that success was 
the campaign in 
November’s 
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Tories (including Home Secretary Michael 
Howard), but Widdicombe must come close to 
top in the running for most-disliked Tory politi- 
can, noted as she is for scandalously supporting 
the chaining of pregnant women prisoners while 
they are in labour. 

Maidstone is also home to the maximum 
security prison currently accommodating a 
number of victims of Britain’s racist judicial 
system: people such as Rafael Rowe, a black 
person convicted of the ‘M25 murders’ in spite 
of the fact that witnesses describe the perpetra- 
tors as white. 
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years for army family children, and constantly 
been an outspoken advocate for the rights of 
service personnel and their families. 

She is convinced that the ill health and per- 
sonal problems of many who served in the Gulf 
War are the result of Gulf War Syndrome - an 
affliction which she feels must have proper 
recognition, and an issue to which she is partic- 
ularly committed. 

A popular local trade union activist locally, 
Maureen has fought hard ( and was doing so 
long before it became a ‘popular’ campaign) for 
the rights of manual workers whose jobs have 
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with the ‘Trade Unions’ ‘Badge of Shame’ in 
‘recognition’ of his contribution to the spread of 
low pay. Most of all, through her warm and 
‘down-to-earth personality, she has encouraged 
other trade union members to play a part in 
their organisation. 

We in Kent believe Mo is a worthy opponent 
of the Tory MP dubbed ‘Doris Karloff’ by the 
press for her inhumane attitudes. 

We are determined to take Maureen’s cam- 
paign for election as an SLP MP to the widest 
possible audience. 


Zoe Pritchard 


Women’s issues are still a challenge for the Left 


By BRIDGET BELL and CAROLYN SIKORSKI 


HE SLP’s first National Women’s Section 
meeting, which took place in London at 

the end of January, was well-attended by 
women from around Britain, with apologies 
from many more who were unable to get there. 
Despite differences in age and background, 

we discovered that the overwhelming majority 
among us had similar experiences as women 


members active in our SLP branches. 


This was reflected in our first discussion, on 
‘Women and Socialist Labour’, in which we 
talked about attracting women to the Party, 
involving them, and making the SLP relevant to 
women. ; 

Women are half the population; we are a 
large proportion of the poor, the oppressed and 
- significantly - those willing to fight back 
against poverty and oppression; yet (and this is 
a problem that has been stressed since our 
founding conference last May) women are 
under-represented in Socialist Labour. Included 
in the wealth of ideas that emerged from our 


Socialist News MARCH/APRIL 1997 


January meeting was the strong view that 
women and women’s issues must be high profile 
in every aspect of our General Election cam- 
paign. The meeting was delighted to hear that 
among our several black parliamentary candi- 
dates are two women, and many of us felt 
strongly that the Party should be standing more 
women candidates, so important are women’s 
issues. But these issues must also be paramount 
where the Party candidate is a man! All elec- 
tion addresses together with other publicity 
material must deal with matters that have par- 
ticular relevance for women - for instance, 
abortion and the right to choose (especially 
where an anti-abortion candidate is standing) 
low pay, attacks on single parents and support 
for local women’s struggles. 

The Women’s Section national leaflet - 
ready for International Women’s Day 
(Saturday, March 8) can not only be used for 
General Election work, but for all campaign- 
ing. 


SLP branches should look at the role 
women are playing in our public work, includ- 
ing public meetings. Women should be speak- 
ing at these meetings, and that includes 
chairing, not least of all because women’s expe- 
riences help to create a welcoming, friendly 
atmosphere which will encourage still more 
women to join us. 

If there are only a few women in a Party 
branch, all the more reason to make sure 
they’re not hidden in the kitchen, providing 
refreshments at public events! Refreshments 
are important, too, in creating a welcoming 
atmosphere, but the talents of male comrades 
can surely be developed even further in this 
direction. Providing childcare for such meet- 
ings, finding accessible venues: these are steps 
which will show women that Socialist Labour is 
prepared to put our effort, and our money, 
where our mouth is. 

An example of success is that of the East 
London SLP branch which has recruited women 


into active Party : 

membership; this 

was attributed to 

the branch’s 

vibrant women’s 

section. Proof of 

that success was 

the campaign in 

November’s 

Newham 

Council by-elec- 

tion in which the SLP’s Anne Brook took second 
place, after New Labour, with over 20 percent of 
the vote. Anne’s campaign included a women’s 
meeting - something that women on the door- 
step obviously appreciated. _ 

We plan to hold another national meeting in 
June/July to discuss motions to go to the 
national conference; we’re anxious to involve 
everyone who would like to participate, so 
please contact us care of the Party’s national 
office if you want further information. 


Matters of life and death 


What does the international drugs trade 
mean to Colombia's peasant workers? KEN KING explains 


exporter of illegal drugs to the USA and 
Western Europe. Through the use of many unof- 
ficial. air runways, the drug cartels of Colombia have 


( N THE 1970s, Colombia became the principal 


come to control the supply of cocaine to the West. 
The reasons for this particular situation, 
however, have their social roots deep in the moral 
contradiction of the Colombian economy. The only 
response of successive governments to the drugs 
problem has been to use 
the army to destroy the 
coca fields in areas of 
Colombia where 
working on the coca crop 
is the only way peasants 
can earn an income and 
their 
starving in a 


prevent families 
from 
country with no social 
welfare benefits. 

Colombia’s recent history in trying to find a 
solution to the illicit cultivation of plants such as 
coca has been one long chain of failures. The 
problem has caused great social friction which has 
particularly plagued the south of the country. 

In Puerto Asis, the second largest city in the 
southern region of Putumayo, for example, only 
30 percent of the population receives pure drink- 
ing water; the electricity generated by the local 
diesel plant cannot permanently serve the whole 


Still no respi 


BY ALAN BROOKE 


ITH ITS sustained attacks on the 
Kurdish people. Turkey’s attempt to 
clean up its democratic image in hope 


ee ee ee ee ee eee ll 


population; there is mass unemployment and 
poverty. ee tet 

Yet, with the real economy of the place based 
on coca, people come from all over Colombia to do 
business in that trade, which makes the cost of 
living there very expensive. 

In addition to 45,000 who live in Puerto Asis 
itself, there are also between 5,000 - 10,000 people 


continuously flowing in and out; it is this latter 


number that strictly controls the buyers of the 
leaves and bases of the coca plant, and thus the 
trade itself. They have a net of informers which 
includes some of the shoeshiners and street sellers 
of Puerto Asis’ Central Park. 

The government, wanting to be seen doing 
something to attack the drugs trade, has used crop- 
spraying planes to destroy coca fields throughout 
the region. To those for whom the coca industry is 
the only one which provides a living, an alternative 


To the military, Refah is a threat to Turkey’s 
secular constitution, which was drawn up by the 
junta after a coup in 1980, Echoes of 1980 were 
er posnten som ele oon 
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to starvation, this action provoked a demonstration 
of 26,000 angry peasant workers who descended on 
Puerto Asis. The moral and economic contradic- 
tion is that without coca, the economy of places like 
Puerto Asis would be dead. These workers hope 
they do not have to confront the same situation as 
others did in the communities of Remolinos del 
Cayuan and Miraflores, where most of the popula- 
tion was forced to flee after the government ‘fumi- 
gated’ (crop-sprayed) the 
local coca fields. Ricardo 
Vargas Meza, a leading 


sociologist, claims that 
successive Colombian 
government policies 
which have seen the 


problem purely in military 
terms (the army used as 
enforcer in ‘anti-drugs’ 
tasks) have been a disas- 
ter. He blames the situation on Colombia’s loss of 
economic autonomy to the United States, and calls 
for not only more economic but more political 
autonomy from the USA. 

Meza argues that the 20-year ‘war of the drugs’ 
must have another solution. For the peasants of 
Colombia, in particular those in the southern 
region, the contradiction of a capitalist economy 
continues to push them into this life-or-death con- 
frontation with the forces of the State. 


te for the Kurdish people 


already forcibly evacuated from some 3,000 villages 
since 1991. It is proposed that these ‘migrants’ be 


concentrated in controlled setlements, with a 
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We need a 
Socialist 
campaign 
against 
the EU 


N THE months and years ahead, member- 

ship of the European Union will become an 

ever-more prominent issue. Opinion polls 
indicate the EU has little public support. This 
gives plenty of scope for building a campaign 
for withdrawal. However, it is clear that many 
do not fully understand the issue. Bob Crow’s 
article (Socialist News, Issue 3) rightly pointed 
out that many on the Left, appalled by nation- 
alistic objections to the EU, are fooled into 
seeing so-called ‘benefits’ of membership. 
Socialist Labour must sweep away this illusion 
and take advantage of every opportunity to 
forcefully argue the Socialist case for withdraw- 
al. 

Right-wing Tories, the Referendum Party 
and elements of the press will be spewing out 
xenophobia, nationalism and racial bigotry. 
Unfortunately, the distinction between national 
self-determination and nationalism is all too 
easily blurred. In the past, the Labour move- 
ment has not been immune from nationalist 
poison. The headlong rush by the movement’s 
leadership and much of its rank and file into 
support for the bloody slaughter of the First 
World War is just one example. 

The SLP must take every opportunity to 
advocate Socialist policies. Many of the evils of 
the capitalist EU are also to be found in capi- 


talist Britain. Unaccountable bureaucrats are 
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working on the coca crop 
is the only way peasants 
can earn an income and 
prevent their families 
from starving in a 
country with no social 


welfare benefits. 

Colombia’s recent history in trying to find a 
solution to the illicit cultivation of plants such as 
coca has been one long chain of failures. The 
problem has caused great social friction which has 
particularly plagued the south of the country. 

In Puerto Asis, the second largest city in the 
southern region of Putumayo, for example, only 
30 percent of the population receives pure drink- 
ing water; the electricity generated by the local 
diesel plant cannot permanently serve the whole 


successive 
government 
» which have 
problem purely in military 
terms (the army used as 
enforcer in ‘anti-drugs’ 
tasks) have been a disas- 


number that strictly controls the buyers of the 
leaves and bases of the coca plant, and thus the 
trade itself. They have a net of informers which 
includes some of the shoeshiners and street sellers 
of Puerto Asis’ Central Park. 

The government, wanting to be seen doing 
something to attack the drugs trade, has used crop- 
spraying planes to destroy coca fields throughout 
the region. To those for whom the coca industry is 
the only one which provides a living, an alternative 


Colombian 
policies 


seen the 


ter. He blames the situation on Colombia’s loss of 
economic autonomy to the United States, and calls 
for not only more economic but more political 
autonomy from the USA. 

Meza argues that the 20-year ‘war of the drugs’ 
must have another solution. For the peasants of 
Colombia, in particular those in the southern 
region, the contradiction of a capitalist economy 
continues to push them into this life-or-death con- 
frontation with the forces of the State. 


Still no respite for the Kurdish people 


BY ALAN BROOKE 


ITH ITS sustained attacks on the 
Kurdish people. Turkey’s attempt to 
clean up its democratic image in hope 


of gaining European Union membership looks 
increasingly tarnished. Members of the European 
Parliament have voiced sufficient concern about 
human rights to put on hold over 300 million ECUs 
in aid that were pledged to Turkey as part of a 1995 
customs agreement. Welcome as the MEPs’ pres- 
sure is, it will do nothing to force the Turkish state 
to negotiate a political settlement to the 12-year 
war in Kurdistan, which has claimed around 20,000 
lives. In fact, according to a recently leaked docu- 
ment, the Turkish National Security Council (the 
country’s real power) aims to intensify its counter- 
insurgency campaign against the Kurdish national 
liberation movement. Regional dominance of 
Turkish armed forces remains evident, both in the 
recent sabre-rattling over Cyprus, and in warnings 


issued to Turkey’s own governing Islamic Refah 
Party. 


In our world 


To the military, Refah is a threat to Turkey’s 
secular constitution, which was drawn up by the 
junta after a coup in 1980. Echoes of 1980 were 
heard again in early February, when tanks took to 
the streets of the city of Sincan, following an 
Islamic rally attended even by visting dignitaries 
such as the Iranian ambassador. The Turkish mili- 
tary, which comprises the second largest army in 
NATO, has received 80 billion dollars’ worth of 
equipment as part of a ‘modernisation’ programme 
over ten years. It reportedly aims to spend a further 
150 billion dollars over the next 25 years - and it 
still has the full backing of NATO as well as USA 
and European arms companies, despite the impli- 
cations of its programme for the Aegean, Cyprus - 
and Kurdistan. 

One option for Turkey’s so-called ‘struggle with 
terrorism’ policy involves sealing the border with 
Iraq to prevent guerilla incursions by the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party, the PKK. This displaced popula- 
tion will thus join the estimated two million people 


these killers were allowed to run camps of over 
a million people in Eastern Zaire with food sup- 
plied by United Nations agencies and many 
other international organisations. It was an open 
secret that the leadership of the camps was 
already heavily armed and receiving new arms 
with which thev planned an invasion of Rwanda 


already forcibly evacuated from some 3,000 villages 
since 1991. It is proposed that these ‘migrants’ be 
concentrated in controlled setlements, with a 
further suggestion to create more barriers by 
damming border rivers. The Turkish military 
despite its failure thus far to destroy PKK bases is 
also holding on to the option of making more 
strikes into northern Iraq. 

These are part of a host of psychological and 
economic measures planned to undermine popular 
support for the Kurdistan liberation movement, and 
include ‘village guards’ and assignment of army offi- 
cers and noncommissioned officers to teach in 
Kurdistan schools. Turkey has long been hailed in 
the West as a bulwark against communism - now, it’s 
‘religious terrorism’. Whilst ever Turkey’s military 
forces continue to serve NATO’s interests and put 
fat contracts in the way of western arms companies, 
protest from ‘official’ international bodies about 
the repression of the Kurds or democratic rights 
within Turkey is likely to remain muted. 


The anarchy in Eastern Zaire in recent years has 
been just one aspect of the collapse of the state 
under President Mobutu. For the 30 years since 
the country became independent from Belgium 
the wealth has bled out of it, courtesy of the 
President, the Western businessmen who own 
the minina industries. and the intelligence ser- 


gives plenty of scope for building a campaign 
for withdrawal. However, it is clear that many 
do not fully understand the issue. Bob Crow’s 
article (Socialist News, Issue 3) rightly pointed 
out that many on the Left, appalled by nation- 
alistic objections to the EU, are fooled into 
seeing so-called ‘benefits’ of membership. 
Socialist Labour must sweep away this illusion 
and take advantage of every opportunity to 
forcefully argue the Socialist case for withdraw- 
al. 

Right-wing Tories, the Referendum Party 
and elements of the press will be spewing out 
xenophobia, nationalism and racial bigotry. 
Unfortunately, the distinction between national 
self-determination and nationalism is all too 
easily blurred. In the past, the Labour move- 
ment has not been immune from nationalist 
poison. The headlong rush by the movement’s 
leadership and much of its rank and file into 
support for the bloody slaughter of the First 
World War is just one example. 

The SLP must take every opportunity to 
advocate Socialist policies. Many of the evils of 
the capitalist EU are also to be found in capi- 
talist Britain. Unaccountable bureaucrats are 
not just in Brussels; they are in Whitehall, the 
NHS, and the local Town Hall. Unelected 
judges are not just in Strasbourg; they are at the 
Old Bailey and the Crown Court as well. 

Developing this debate offers us potential 
prizes, but also a number of pitfalls. We must 
not allow the Right to take the initiative. The 
seeds of xenophobia, nationalism and other 
hatreds will have been sown in the minds of 
many of our people. We must ensure that with- 
drawal from the European Union is part of the 
broad fight for Socialism. Socialist Labour, as an 
internationalist party, has a great opportunity to 
advance a whole range of arguments about 
Socialism, democracy and human rights - in 
Britain, Europe and the world. 


Bob Hayes 


died out in the 30 years when he was the CIA’s 
big man in the region and was thought to have 
successfully bought up every opposition politi- 
cian and brought him on to the winning team. 
Despite the enormous repression which was the 
norm in Zaire, thanks to its foreign advisers, 
anonvmous Zairians who few outsiders knew 


ITH ITS sustained attacks on the 
Kurdish people. Turkey’s attempt to 
clean up its democratic image in hope 


of gaining European Union membership looks 
increasingly tarnished. Members of the European 
Parliament have voiced sufficient concern about 
human rights to put on hold over 300 million ECUs 
in aid that were pledged to Turkey as part of a 1995 
customs agreement. Welcome as the MEPs’ pres- 
sure is, it will do nothing to force the Turkish state 
to negotiate a political settlement to the 12-year 
war in Kurdistan, which has claimed around 20,000 
lives. In fact, according to a recently leaked docu- 
ment, the Turkish National Security Council (the 
country’s real power) aims to intensify its counter- 
insurgency campaign against the Kurdish national 
liberation movement. Regional dominance of 
Turkish armed forces remains evident, both in the 
recent sabre-rattling over Cyprus, and in warnings 
issued to Turkey’s own governing Islamic Refah 
Party. 


Victoria Brittain 


THE TV PICTURES of hundreds of thousands of. 
destitute Africans trekking back to their home- 
land of Rwanda at the end of last year were a 
reminder of the irresponsibility of Western policy 
in Central Africa, and the disastrous effect it has 
had on millions of lives. 


The Rwandans on the TV screens were mainly 
peasants who, after the genocide of 1994, were 
urged to flee their country by the Hutu extrem- 
ists who were responsible for the attempted 
extermination of Rwanda’s Tutsis. For two years 


To the military, Refah is a threat to Turkey’s 
secular constitution, which was drawn up by the 
junta after a coup in 1980. Echoes of 1980 were 
heard again in early February, when tanks took to 
the streets of the city of Sincan, following an 
Islamic rally attended even by visting dignitaries 
such as the Iranian ambassador. The Turkish mili- 
tary, which comprises the second largest army in 
NATO, has received 80 billion dollars’ worth of 
equipment as part of a ‘modernisation’ programme 
over ten years. It reportedly aims to spend a further 
150 billion dollars over the next 25 years - and it 
still has the full backing of NATO as well as USA 
and European arms companies, despite the impli- 
cations of its programme for the Aegean, Cyprus - 
and Kurdistan. 

One option for Turkey’s so-called ‘struggle with 
terrorism’ policy involves sealing the border with 
Iraq to prevent guerilla incursions by the Kurdistan 
Workers’ Party, the PKK. This displaced popula- 
tion will thus join the estimated two million people 


these killers were allowed to run camps of over 
a million people in Eastern Zaire with food sup- 
plied by United Nations agencies and many 
other international organisations. It was an open 
secret that the leadership of the camps was 
already heavily armed and receiving new arms 
with which they planned an invasion of Rwanda 
and a revenge on the new Tutsi-led government 
to complete the genocide. No one in the inter- 
national community chose to raise the alarm 


- about the impending invasion, nor to reveal that 


‘the peasants in the camps were effectively 


hostages. 


The peasants’ trek home only became possible 
when the camps’ leadership, and their allies in 
the disgruntled and disorganised Zairian army, 
were attacked and beaten by a surprise military 
campaign by a people’s militia formed from local 
people in eastern Zaire fed up with the looting 
and repression which was the way of life of the 
Zaire army and its allies. 


already forcibly evacuated from some 3,000 villages 
since 1991. It is proposed that these ‘migrants’ be 
concentrated in controlled setlements, with a 
further suggestion to create more barriers by 
damming border rivers. The Turkish military 
despite its failure thus far to destroy PKK bases is 
also holding on to the option of making more 
strikes into northern Iraq. 

These are part of a host of psychological and 
economic measures planned to undermine popular 
support for the Kurdistan liberation movement, and 
include ‘village guards’ and assignment of army offi- 
cers and noncommissioned officers to teach in 
Kurdistan schools. Turkey has long been hailed in 
the West as a bulwark against communism - now, it’s 
‘religious terrorism’. Whilst ever Turkey’s military 
forces continue to serve NATO’s interests and put 
fat contracts in the way of western arms companies, 
protest from ‘official’ international bodies about 
the repression of the Kurds or democratic rights 
within Turkey is likely to remain muted. 


The anarchy in Eastern Zaire in recent years has 
been just one aspect of the collapse of the state 
under President Mobutu. For the 30 years since 
the country became independent from Belgium 
the wealth has bled out of it, courtesy of the 
President, the Western businessmen who own 
the mining industries, and the intelligence ser- 
vices of the United States, France and Belgium 
who found a weak state convenient for their 
nefarious activities in the region. 


The misery of Zaire’s 39 million people, for 
whom schools, hospitals, roads and a function- 
ing economy are mere memories of the older 
generation, has been of no concern to the for- 
eigners who have made their fortunes from the 
country’s gold, diamonds, cobalt, copper, 
cadmium and germanium. 


But there were Zairian nationalists who did not 
passively accept that such inhuman conditions 
were the inevitable lot of their people. 

Resistance to Mobutu’s venal rule never in fact 
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advocate Socialist policies. Many of the evils of 
the capitalist EU are also to be found in capi- 
talist Britain. Unaccountable bureaucrats are 
not just in Brussels; they are in Whitehall, the 
NHS, and the local Town Hall. Unelected 
judges are not just in Strasbourg; they are at the 
Old Bailey and the Crown Court as well. 

Developing this debate offers us potential 
prizes, but also a number of pitfalls. We must 
not allow the Right to take the initiative. The 
seeds of xenophobia, nationalism and other 
hatreds will have been sown in the minds of 
many of our people. We must ensure that with- 
drawal from the European Union is part of the 
broad fight for Socialism. Socialist Labour, as an 
internationalist party, has a great opportunity to 
advance a whole range of arguments about 
Socialism, democracy and human rights - in 
Britain, Europe and the world. 


Bob Hayes 


died out in the 30 years when he was the CIA’s 
big man in the region and was thought to have 
successfully bought up every opposition politi- 
cian and brought him on to the winning team. 
Despite the enormous repression which was the 
norm in Zaire, thanks to its foreign advisers, 
anonymous Zairians who few outsiders knew 
about have spent years in the long hard slog of 
political education and the forming of small cells 
in towns, and literacy programmes and rural co- 
operatives in mountainous zones liberated since 
the mid-1970s. 


One of the leaders of this work, Laurent Kabila, 
has emerged in the eastern Zaire rebellion. He 
comes from Shaba province, bordering Angola, 
and was asked for help by the Tutsis of eastern 
Zaire when they decided to resist the rule of the 
gun which has become Zaire’s norm. Laurent 
Kabila has an exceptionally difficult task ahead, 
but already he is a symbol of optimism which has 
spread through the region and promises well for 
1997. 
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‘Swords into ploughshares’ 


One day last summer, four women who had caused £1.7 million damage to a British Aerospace Hawk jet destined for 
sale to Indonesia walked free from a Liverpool courtroom, after convincing a jury that-they had a lawful excuse for 
their actions. One of those four women, JOANNA WILSON, explains the ‘Ploughshares’ campaign to MARK HOLT 


MARK HOLT: What made you 
carry out the actions you took against 
the Hawk jet? 

JOANNA WILSON: I first became 
aware of the issues involved in 1991, at 
the time of the Indonesian massacre of 
300 people in Dilli, the capital of East 
Timor, but it was only in 1993 that I 
found out Britain was selling Hawk 
fighter aircraft to Indonesia. It was this 
knowledge of British weapons being 
used to wage war on the people of East 
Timor that prompted me to become 
active. 

For a number of years I worked with 
other people and groups campaigning 
against the Hawk deal, and for an arms 
embargo against .Indonesia. We wrote 
letters, organised petitions, demonstra- 
tions, peace vigils, and we lobbied. 

The resistance of the East Timorese 
people was a major source of inspira- 
tion. In 1994, a number of young people 
broke into the USA Embassy in Jakarta 
during a visit by President Clinton. A 
number of these people never made it 
over the wall; they were captured by the 
Indonesian military; they were tortured 
and a number of them disappeared. I 
realised how much they were prepared 
to sacrifice, and how easy we had it here 
in Britain. 

Then, in 1995, I read an article by 
John Pilger in which he described a 
village which had been hit by a missile 


fired from a Hawk. The village was flat- 
tened and burnt. All the inhabitants, 30 
people, were killed. Around this time I 
also met some East Timorese refugees; I 
felt I did not want to be at war with their 
families. 

As the 1996 delivery date for the 
Hawk aircraft drew near, it was obvious 
to me that, our campaigning thus far 
having failed, something had to be done. 
I was aware of the ploughshares move- 
ment, and that it was an option. From 
discussion with Andrea Needham, Lotta 
Kronlid and Angie Zelter, it was clear 
we all felt the same. 

MH: Where does the ploughshares 
movement come from? 

JW: It began in the USA in 1980, 
when eight people broke into a nuclear 
missile silo and damaged the nuclear 
war-head. The name comes from Isaiah 
in the Bible: ‘they shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation nor shall they learn 
war anymore’. 

The key principle of ploughshares 
actions is that they are acts of direct dis- 
armament in which people take respon- 
sibility for what they’ve done. The tools 
used are normally simple household 
implements, symbolising the fact that 
any ordinary person can take part. 

The actions are always non-violent; 
the aim is not to threaten or hurt any 


persons. It is not hit-and-run. You take 
responsibility, and wait to be arrested. 
The idea is that you have done nothing 
wrong, and that you are proud of what 
has happened. 

MH: In your trial, what was your 
defense? 

JW: We were charged with criminal 
damage and conspiracy to cause crimi- 
nal damage; however, the 1967 Criminal 
Law Act states that a person may use 
force to prevent a crime. So, we argued 
that we did have an excuse, that what we 
had done was reasonable, that we had 
used force to prevent the crime of geno- 
cide. 

This argument led to our acquittal. 

MH: What are the ramifications of 
that? 

JW: As we were acquitted within the 
law, the verdict has far-reaching conse- 
quences for the Government and for 
British Aerospace. Basically, a jury of 
British citizens has said that it can be 
right for people to disarm weapons - this 
doesn’t mean at any or all times, but in 
certain situations, it can be lawful. 

But what’s happened has prompted 
the Government to step up actions 
against us. Recently, an  ex-police 
woman was approached by MIS to infil- 
trate and spy on the Merseyside 
Ploughshares Network. 

The hypocrisy of the Foreign Office 
in all this is unbelievable - their standard 


reply when people write to them about 
East Timor is that all nations have a 
right to buy arms to defend themselves. 
Britain claims that by selling arms we 
are maintaining a ‘link’ that will help 
Indonesia improve its human rights 
record. But the British Government 
knows that Indonesia invaded East 
Timor, and that approximately one-third 
of the East 
200,000 people, have been murdered by 


Timorese population, 


Indonesia. 

MH: What would you say to British 
Aerospace workers who build the Hawk 
planes? 

JW: It is a fallacy that the arms 
industry is good for jobs. The truth is 
that it is very bad for the economy as a 
whole. As an industry, it is insecure 


Joanna Wilson (photo: Mark Holt) 


because its existence is reliant on having 
trouble in the world. It’s very capital- 
intensive, and not a huge employer. Far 
fewer jobs are created per million 
pounds investment than in health, edu- 
cation or industries that we need. 

In the long run, moving away from 
the arms industry towards civil manufac- 
turing and diversification would be in the 
interests of workers and government. 

MH: What comes next in your cam- 
paign? 

JW: We are looking at various ideas. 
One of the big ones is to organise a con- 
sumer boycot of Indonesian goods. | 
would like to see trades unionists, for 
example, refusing to move or handle 
goods from - or for - Indonesia. Perhaps 
the SLP can help on this! 


fighter aircraft to Indonesia. It was this 
knowledge of British weapons being 
used to wage war on the people of East 
Timor that prompted me to become 
active. 

For a number of years I worked with 
other people and groups campaigning 
against the Hawk deal, and for an arms 
embargo against Indonesia. We wrote 
letters, organised petitions, demonstra- 
tions, peace vigils, and we lobbied. 

The resistance of the East Timorese 
people was a major source of inspira- 
tion. In 1994, a number of young people 
broke into the USA Embassy in Jakarta 
during a visit by President Clinton. A 
number of these people never made it 
over the wall; they were captured by the 
Indonesian military; they were tortured 
and a number of them disappeared. I 
realised how much they were prepared 
to sacrifice, and how easy we had it here 
in Britain. 

Then, in 1995, I read an article by 
John Pilger in which he described a 
village which had been hit by a missile 


having failed, something had to be done. 
I was aware of the ploughshares move- 
ment, and that it was an option. From 
discussion with Andrea Needham, Lotta 
Kronlid and Angie Zelter, it was clear 
we all felt the same. 

MH: Where does the ploughshares 
movement come from? 

JW: It began in the USA in 1980, 
when eight people broke into a nuclear 
missile silo and damaged the nuclear 
war-head. The name comes from Isaiah 
in the Bible: ‘they shall beat their swords 
into ploughshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks. Nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation nor shall they learn 
war anymore’. 

The key principle of ploughshares 
actions is that they are acts of direct dis- 
armament in which people take respon- 
sibility for what they’ve done. The tools 
used are normally simple household 
implements, symbolising the fact that 
any ordinary person can take part. 

The actions are always non-violent; 
the aim is not to threaten or hurt any 


nal damage; however, the 1967 Criminal 
Law Act states that a person may use 
force to prevent a crime. So, we argued 
that we did have an excuse, that what we 
had done was reasonable, that we had 
used force to prevent the crime of geno- 
cide. 

This argument led to our acquittal. 

MH: What are the ramifications of 
that? 

JW: As we were acquitted within the 
law, the verdict has far-reaching conse- 
quences for the Government and for 
British Aerospace. Basically, a jury of 
British citizens has said that it can be 
right for people to disarm weapons - this 
doesn’t mean at any or all times, but in 
certain situations, it can be lawful. 

But what’s happened has prompted 
the Government to step up actions 
against us. Recently, an ex-police 
woman was approached by MIS to infil- 
trate and spy on the Merseyside 
Ploughshares Network. 

The hypocrisy of the Foreign Office 
in all this is unbelievable - their standard 


reply when people write to them about 
East Timor is that all nations have a 
right to buy arms to defend themselves. 
Britain claims that by selling arms we 
are maintaining a ‘link’ that will help 
Indonesia improve its human rights 
record. But the British Government 
knows that Indonesia invaded East 
Timor, and that approximately one-third 
of the East Timorese population, 
200,000 people, have been murdered by 
Indonesia. 

MH: What would you say to British 
Aerospace workers who build the Hawk 
planes? 

JW: It is a fallacy that the arms 
industry is good for jobs. The truth is 
that it is very bad for the economy as a 
whole. As an industry, it is insecure 
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because its existence is reliant on having 
trouble in the world. It’s very capital- 
intensive, and not a huge employer. Far 
fewer jobs are created per million 
pounds investment than in health, edu- 
cation or industries that we need. 

In the long run, moving away from 
the arms industry towards civil manufac- 
turing and diversification would be in the 
interests of workers and government. 

MH: What comes next in your cam- 
paign? 

JW: We are looking at various ideas. 
One of the big ones is to organise a con- 
sumer boycot of Indonesian goods. | 
would like to see trades unionists, for 
example, refusing to move or handle 
goods from - or for - Indonesia. Perhaps 
the SLP can help on this! 


Imprisoned by racism 


IAN DUDLEY on the case of SATPAL RAM 


HE RELEASE at long last of the 
[ besteva Three who have spent 

nearly two decades in prison due to 
a truly evil miscarriage of justice should 
remind us all that their case is tragically 
only one of many. 

Satpal Ram, a young Asian man, has 
spent ten years in jail convicted of 
murder for defending himself against 
violent racist attackers. In November 
1986, Satpal was set upon by six white 
racists while he was eating at a Bengali 
restaurant in Lozells, near Handsworth 
in Birmingham. One of his attackers hit 
Satpal twice in the face with a broken 


eight times, despite forensic evidence 
showing that only two wounds were sus- 


‘tariff’ of imprisonment is about due. To 
the British State, victims of racist vio- 
lence who fight back are to be crushed 


and caged. 

After Satpal’s appeal in late 1995 
was turned down, police violently 
attacked his supporters protesting 


outside the High Court; several were 
arrested. Over the years, Satpal himself 
has been repeatedly assaulted, beaten 
and abused in the different prisons to 
which he is regularly moved. In a city 
whose council has been overwhelmingly 
Labour for many years, with a prepon- 
derance of Labour MPs, no Birmingham 


Michael Hickey 


Miscarriages of justice come in many 
forms: the imprisonment of Satpal 


Ram, Winston Silcott and Rafael Rowe 
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Injustice is part of the system 


Released at last: the Bridgewater Three, Jim Robinson, Vincent Hickey, 
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whose lives were lost at the very start 
of the ‘judicial process’. 


Ges eee lon A a eee | fhe Y 


Then, in 1995, I read an article by 
John Pilger in which he described a 
village which had been hit by a missile 
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any ordinary person can take part. 


The actions are always non-violent; 
the aim is not to threaten or hurt any 
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Ploughshares Network. 


The hypocrisy of the Foreign Office 
in all this is unbelievable - their standard 
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industry is good for jobs. The truth is 
that it is very bad for the economy as a 
whole. As an industry, it is insecure 
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example, refusing to move or handle 
goods from - or for - Indonesia. Perhaps 
the SLP can help on this! 


Imprisoned by racism 


IAN DUDLEY on the case of SATPAL RAM 


HE RELEASE at long last of the 
bse Three who have spent 

nearly two decades in prison due to 
a truly evil miscarriage of justice should 
remind us all that their case is tragically 
only one of many. 

Satpal Ram, a young Asian man, has 
spent ten years in jail convicted of 
murder for defending himself against 
violent racist attackers. In November 
1986, Satpal was set upon by six white 
racists while he was eating at a Bengali 
restaurant in Lozells, near Handsworth 
in Birmingham. One of his attackers hit 
Satpal twice in the face with a broken 
glass, and he was pelted with plates and 
glasses. Trapped in a corner, and fearing 
for his life, Satpal defended himself by 
taking out a knife he used for his job, ini- 
tially trying to scare off his attacker - 
who came at him again. This man sus- 
tained two knife wounds, and later died 
after refusing medical attention. 

Satpal was subsequently convicted 
of murder. His State-appointed barrister 
appears to have met with Satpal only 
once for 40 minutes shortly before the 
trial, and reportedly believed that 
Satpal’s attacker had been stabbed up to 
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eight times, despite forensic evidence 
showing that only two wounds were sus- 
tained! The result of the trial was a 
murder conviction for Satpal. 

In 1995, after nearly a decade of 
campaigning, Satpal was finally allowed 
an appeal. However, the appeal judges 
actually praised Satpal’s original barris- 
ter as ‘wise’ for not putting forward a 
plea of ‘self-defence’! It’s been pointed 
out by those campaigning for Satpal that 
Home Secretary Michael Howard - who 
appears to be appealing to racism in the 
run-up to the General Election, and 
fond of ‘throwing away keys’ - is not 
likely to release Satpal even though his 
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‘tariff’ of imprisonment is about due. To 
the British State, victims of racist vio- 
lence who fight back are to be crushed 
and caged. 

After Satpal’s appeal in late 1995 
was turned down, police 
attacked his protesting 
outside the High Court; several were 
arrested. Over the years, Satpal himself 
has been repeatedly assaulted, beaten 
and abused in the different prisons to 


violently 
supporters 


which he is regularly moved. In a city 
whose council has been overwhelmingly 
Labour for many years, with a prepon- 
derance of Labour MPs, no Birmingham 
Labour politician of any note has raised 
a voice in defence of Satpal - perhaps 
not surprising, given New Labour’s 
support for Tory laws and the Criminal 
(In)Justice Act. 

Socialist Labour, however, had a sig- 
nificant turnout on the most recent 
march supporting Satpal Ram. Our 
Party recognises the importance of cases 
such as his, and the necessity for mobil- 
ising the Labour movement against 
racist terror and injustice as part of the 
fight back against all capitalist oppres- 
sion and injustice. 


Michael Hickey 


Miscarriages of justice come in many 
forms: the imprisonment of Satpal 
Ram, Winston Silcott and Rafael Rowe 
(among others) continues, although 
the long, terrible ordeal of the 
Bridgewater Three (who were once 
four) has taken a major turn for the 
better with their release from jail. 


There are people, however, who 
haven't survived confinement - or 
even arrest. For the latter, their deaths 
‘in custody’, have led to family and 
community campaigns seeking not 
only justice but respect for those such 
as Wayne Douglas and Shiji Lapite 
(the latter a Nigerian asylum-seeker) 


Injustice is part of the system 


Released at last: the Bridgewater Three, Jim Robinson, Vincent Hickey, 
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whose lives were lost at the very start 
of the ‘judicial process’. 


From the treatment of people, particu- 
larly black people, in police custody to 
the wrongful imprisonment (sometimes 
for decades) of women and men, 
Britain’s law-enforcement and judicial __ 
systems are tied up with other forms of ) 
economic/social injustice: racism, 
unemployment, unfit-for-habitation 
housing. By the same token, cam- 
paigns against miscarriages of justice or 
the treatment of black people in custody 
must also be linked with the fight for 
jobs, decent housing, the health, welfare 
and education of all our children. 


His flags 
fly red 


world to put a bicycle in a 
bottle,” explains SLP recruit, 
creative television personality Wilfred 
Makepeace This particular 
only one amongst many of 
Wilf’s slightly zany artistic ventures 


aay. the first man in the 


Lunn. 
project, 


perhaps explains why he is commonly 
known as the ‘mad inventor’ - a some- 
what inaccurate title, because Wilf is 
certainly not mad, nor are his talents 
confined to invention. 

However, to say that he is prodi- 
gious in the field of creative artistic 
design is an understatement! There is, 
‘for instance, his ‘air cooled toasting 
fork’, and the ‘worm harvesting bicycle’, 
not to mention the ‘self-blowing flag’ or 
his plans for ‘monumental mortars’ (a 
method of making funerals into less 


anlacan Aanrnnaeianmne \ 4) oe ama gat he sees 


“A number of things, really. One 
was the complete folly of the de-nation- 
which — has 
occurred. I can’t believe that we now live 


alisation programme 
in a country where some private individ- 
ual owns the water! Similarly, I support 
public transport - and the way in which 
the National Health Service is being run 
down is a scandal.” 

When Wilf went along to his first 
SLP public meeting and found that he 
“agreed with practically everything 
Arthur Scargill said”, he promptly sub- 
scribed. Critical of the way Tory policies 
impact upon society, Wilf argues: “We 
have looked into the future and seen 
that it doesn’t work, and that future is 
called America, where it’s all right as 
long as you’re rich. I don’t want to live in 
a place like that”, 
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sive school, with the majority of pupils 
from the ‘inner city’, 
pline and attendance are not a problem, 


/ MAGINE a multi-racial comprehen- 
in which disci- 


and where academic results are excel- 
lent. Today it sounds almost too good to 
be true, but such a school did exist in 
Manchester in the ‘60s and “70s. 

The High School of Art occupied a 
tumble-down old building literally at 
the gates of Strangeways Prison. This 
was a school with no playing fields, no 
gym and no proper labs - yet it worked. 

When we were looking for a sec- 
ondary school for my daughter, we went 
along to see what the HSA was like. As 
we entered the building, the first thing 
we heard was laughter. We decided that 
this atmosphere was the one we wanted, 
and were delighted when our daughter 
was accepted. We soon realised that 
despite its name the High School of Art 
was neither a ‘high school’ nor a school 
of art, although the arts (music, dance, 
drama, 


sculpture, pottery, painting) 
were given the same importance as the 
more standard subjects. 

My daughter loved the school, and 
she flourished both socially and acade- 
mically. One evening when she was in 
the third year she came home to tell me 


The way it ought to be 


RICK SUMNER recalls a truly comprehensive school 


there had been a really nasty incident in 
the tiny school yard. At dinner time, 
two fourth year boys - one black, one 
white - had started scrapping, and their 
mates quickly joined in. A dozen or so 
black lads and a similar number of 
whites faced up. 

I said that in situations such as that 
the only thing to do was to try and talk 
it through. She looked at me as if I 
were stupid: “We did!”, she said. The 
whole of the third and fourth years had 
sat for over an hour in a big circle, with 
the staff having enough nous to leave 
them alone. Eventually, the two boys 
who had begun the trouble put their 
arms round each other and led the rest 
back into school. 

You might have expected that the 
local authority would have held the 
HSA up to the world as an example of 
how inner city schools should work - but, 
sadly, Manchester’s Labour administra- 
tion decided instead to close it down! 

When the Education Authority 
announced the closure, we parents 
couldn’t believe it. They told us that 
three forms of entry was too small for a 
balanced curriculum, yet this tiny 
school had an average sixth form of 60 
(two-thirds of the annual intake). 


During our fight to save the school 
we discovered that the HSA had the 
A-Level 
in percentage terms, 


second-best results in 
Manchester, not 
either, but in actual numbers. 

Almost every parent sent in a letter 
of support. One I will always remember 
was from a mother in a travellers’ camp 
nearby. She said that her children had 
attended several schools during the 
family travels, but the High School of 
Art was the only one where they felt 
happy and accepted. 

Our campaign against closure had 
very little support from councillors; 
most of the Labour Group told us that 
this was an elitist school! Eventually the 
local authority had its way, and merged 
the school with another across town. 

By this time my son was in the third 
year there. He told me much later that 
the two years following the merger of the 
schools were the most unhappy of his life. 

The HSA proved that comprehen- 
sive schools can work well if they are 
really comprehensive - with a mixed 
intake, an exciting curriculum and a 
staff who actually like youngsters. It 
proved that if youngsters are treated as 
people, and are happy, then they will 
work, too. 


Why Tom Paine lives on 


AN interesting account of an effigy- 
burning ceremony appeared in a local 
paper in the beginning of January, 
1793 - just over 200 years ago, The 
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Convention. Trouble followed him 
always, however. Voting in the 
Convention against the execution of 
the French king, he was himself cast 
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world to put a bicycle in a 
bottle,” explains SLP recruit, 


aay. the first man in the 


creative television personality Wilfred 
Makepeace Lunn. This particular 
project, only one amongst many of 
Wilf’s slightly zany artistic ventures 
perhaps explains why he is commonly 
known as the ‘mad inventor’ - a some- 
what inaccurate title, because Wilf is 
certainly not mad, nor are his talents 
confined to invention. 

However, to say that he is prodi- 
gious in the field of creative artistic 
design is an understatement! There is, 
for instance, his ‘air cooled toasting 
fork’, and the ‘worm harvesting bicycle’, 
not to mention the ‘self-blowing flag’ or 
his plans for ‘monumental mortars’ (a 
method of making funerals into less 
solemn occasions). These and other 
products of Wilf’s fertile imagination 
have ensured his continuing success as a 
TV personality, and his creative pres- 
ence on programmes like ‘Fantastic 
Facts’ and ‘Mad Science’ will doubtless 
ensure that we see more of him in due 
course. 

Wilf was and bred in 
Brighouse, a small industrial town in the 
old West Riding of Yorkshire, but he’s 
lived in the nearby Huddersfield area 
since his early twenties. His interest in 
politics goes back to his teenage years, 
and he speaks fondly of a public debate 
that he had with his local vicar about the 
merits of the former Soviet Union. 

However, although he had always 
been sympathetic towards the Labour 


born 


Party, he never joined. What finally 
determined him to sign up with Socialist 
Labour? 


“A number of things, really. One 
was the complete folly of the de-nation- 
which — has 


occurred. I can’t believe that we now live 


alisation programme 
in a country where some private individ- 
ual owns the water! Similarly, I support 
public transport - and the way in which 
the National Health Service is being run 
down is a scandal.” 

When Wilf went along to his first 
SLP public meeting and found that he 
“agreed with practically everything 
Arthur Scargill said”, he promptly sub- 
scribed. Critical of the way Tory policies 
impact upon society, Wilf argues: “We 
have looked into the future and seen 
that it doesn’t work, and that future is 
called America, where it’s all right as 
long as you're rich. I don’t want to live in 
a place like that”. 

“T have a simple attitude to things. 
The point is that the money is there, but 
it isn’t going round. It isn’t shared out 
fairly. I believe that with common own- 
ership we have a chance of keeping 
society working properly. We should 
strive towards some kind of Socialism 
and the SLP offers us an opportunity to 
do that.” 

We broke off talking while Wilf 
brewed up, and after that he showed me 
enthusiastically around his unique col- 
lection of very old surgical instruments, 
producing a variety of strange-looking 
objects, including (no joke) a wooden 
re-usable suppository. 

Wilf Lunn’s imagination is infec- 
tious, and the more I’m exposed to his 
work and his views, the more frequently 
images of town halls all flying red flags - 
self-blowing, of course - spring to mind! 


Dave Collins 


ondary school for my daughter, we went 
along to see what the HSA was like. As 
we entered the building, the first thing 
we heard was laughter. We decided that 
this atmosphere was the one we wanted, 
and were delighted when our daughter 
was accepted. We soon realised that 
despite its name the High School of Art 
was neither a ‘high school’ nor a school 
of art, although the arts (music, dance, 
drama, sculpture, pottery, painting) 
were given the same importance as the 


more standard subjects. 

My daughter loved the school, and 
she flourished both socially and acade- 
mically. One evening when she was in 
the third year she came home to tell me 


them alone. Eventually, the two boys 
who had begun the trouble put their 
arms round each other and led the rest 
back into school. 

You might have expected that the 
local authority would have held the 
HSA up to the world as an example of 
how inner city schools should work - but, 
sadly, Manchester’s Labour administra- 
tion decided instead to close it down! 

When the Education Authority 
announced the closure, we parents 
couldn’t believe it. They told us that 
three forms of entry was too small for a 
balanced curriculum, yet this tiny 
school had an average sixth form of 60 
(two-thirds of the annual intake). 


very little support from councillors; 
most of the Labour Group told us that 
this was an elitist school! Eventually the 
local authority had its way, and merged 
the school with another across town. 

By this time my son was in the third 
year there. He told me much later that 
the two years following the merger of the 
schools were the most unhappy of his life. 

The HSA proved that comprehen- 
sive schools can work well if they are 
really comprehensive - with a mixed 
intake, an exciting curriculum and a 
staff who actually like youngsters. It 
proved that if youngsters are treated as 
people, and are happy, then they will 
work, too. 


Why Tom Paine lives on 


AN interesting account of an effigy- 
burning ceremony appeared in a local 
paper in the beginning of January, 
1793 - just over 200 years ago. The 
effigy was of none other than Thomas 
Paine, the author of The Rights of Man 
and The Age of Reason, and it had 
been burnt in December, 1792 ‘at 
most of the towns and considerable 
villages in Northumberland and 
Durham’. 


These days it is somewhat difficult to 
realise the fear that leading statesmen 
and politicians had of the influence of 
Paine and his writings - and how that 
fear was impressed on the public. One 
book-seller was actually punished by 
14 years’ transportation for circulating 
The Rights of Man. 


Paine was commonly described in the 
press as “the notorious blasphemer of 
his God, and vile traitor to his country, 
which he tried to sell into the hands of 
the blood-thirsy revolutionists of 


Undoing Oliver's work 


Thomas Paine 


France, as well as committing the 
further heresies of siding with the 
American rebels..this scoundrel and 
his detestable pamphlet..is poisoning 
the country from end to end.” 


Such were the witch-hunting passions 
against Tom Paine that he was forced 
to flee to France where owing to his 
sympathies with the Revolution he had 
been elected a Deputy to the National 


Convention. Trouble followed him 
always, however. Voting in the 
Convention against the execution of 
the French king, he was himself cast 
into prison, and marked by 
Robespierre’s faction for the guillotine. 


It was only by a miraculous quirk of 
fate that his life was saved. A turnkey 
walking through the prison, execution 
list in hand, marked with chalk the 
doors of those to go to their death the 
following morning. Because Paine had 
just received a visitor, his cell door 
was opened out against the wall, so 
the outside received no mark. Thus he 
escaped the guillotine. Paine was later 
released at the request of the United 
States, and returned to America where 
he died in 1809. He was imbued with 
an ardent and sincere desire for social 
and political reform, and the stagnant 
age in which he lived shrieked aloud 
for a man of his genius. © 


James Fitzpatrick 
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not to mention the ‘self-blowing flag’ or 
his plans for ‘monumental mortars’ (a 
method of making funerals into less 
solemn occasions). These and other 
products of Wilf’s fertile imagination 
have ensured his continuing success as a 
TV personality, and his creative pres- 
ence on programmes like ‘Fantastic 
Facts’ and ‘Mad Science’ will doubtless 
ensure that we see more of him in due 
course. 

Wilf was and bred in 
Brighouse, a small industrial town in the 
old West Riding of Yorkshire, but he’s 
lived in the nearby Huddersfield area 
since his early twenties. His interest in 


born 


politics goes back to his teenage years, 
and he speaks fondly of a public debate 
that he had with his local vicar about the 
merits of the former Soviet Union. 

However, although he had always 
been sympathetic towards the Labour 
Party, he never joined. What finally 
determined him to sign up with Socialist 
Labour? 


called America, where it’s all right as 
long as you're rich. I don’t want to live in 
a place like that”. 

“T have a simple attitude to things. 
The point is that the money is there, but 
it isn’t going round. It isn’t shared out 
fairly. I believe that with common own- 
ership we have a chance of keeping 
society working properly. We should 
strive towards some kind of Socialism 
and the SLP offers us an opportunity to 
do that.” 

We broke off talking while Wilf 
brewed up, and after that he showed me 
enthusiastically around his unique col- 
lection of very old surgical instruments, 
producing a variety of strange-looking 
objects, including (no joke) a wooden 
re-usable suppository. 

Wilf Lunn’s imagination is infec- 
tious, and the more I’m exposed to his 
work and his views, the more frequently 
images of town halls all flying red flags - 
self-blowing, of course - spring to mind! 


Dave Collins 
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burning ceremony appeared in a local 
paper in the beginning of January, 
1793 - just over 200 years ago. The 
effigy was of none other than Thomas 
Paine, the author of The Rights of Man 
and The Age of Reason, and it had 
been burnt in December, 1792 ‘at 
most of the towns and considerable 
villages in Northumberland and 
Durham’. 


These days it is somewhat difficult to 
realise the fear that leading statesmen 
and politicians had of the influence of 
Paine and his writings - and how that 
fear was impressed on the public. One 
book-seller was actually punished by 
14 years’ transportation for circulating 
The Rights of Man. 


Paine was commonly described in the 
press as “the notorious blasphemer of 
his God, and vile traitor to his country, 
which he tried to sell into the hands of 
the blood-thirsy revolutionists of 


Undoing Oliver's work 


ARTHUR SCARGILL looks at the history lessons packed into Jim Arnison’s latest book. 


Thomas Paine 


France, as well as committing the 
further heresies of siding with the 
American rebels..this scoundrel and 
his detestable pamphlet..is poisoning 
the country from end to end.” 


Such were the witch-hunting passions 
against Tom Paine that he was forced 
to flee to France where owing to his 
sympathies with the Revolution he had 
been elected a Deputy to the National 


always, however. Voting in the 
Convention against the execution of 
the French king, he was himself cast 
into prison, and marked by 
Robespierre’s faction for the guillotine. 


It was only by a miraculous quirk of 
fate that his life was saved. A turnkey 
walking through the prison, execution 
list in hand, marked with chalk the 
doors of those to go to their death the 
following morning. Because Paine had 
just received a visitor, his cell door 
was opened out against the wall, so 
the outside received no mark. Thus he 
escaped the guillotine. Paine was later 
released at the request of the United 
States, and returned to America where 
he died in 1809. He was imbued with 
an ardent and sincere desire for social 
and political reform, and the stagnant 
age in which he lived shrieked aloud 
for a man of his genius. 


James Fitzpatrick 


fringes of insurgent and protest movements, secretively gathering 

information, then returning with it to a powerful paymaster who 
seeks to crush those movements. 

It’s one of the oldest and perhaps the dirtiest of professions; the 
British spy ‘Oliver’, named in the title of Jim Arnison’s book, was 
rightly loathed and despised throughout the working people’s soci- 
eties and organisations into which he burrowed during the early 19th 
Century. 

However, this short book is about much more than spies - it’s an 
account of the lengths to which the international ruling class has been 


Tie word ‘spy’ conjures a picture of someone sneaking round the 


prepared to go (over generations - indeed, centuries) to try to kill off 
people’s struggles for social and economic justice. 

Jim Arnison (life-long trades unionist, former Daily Worker, then 
Morning Star reporter, former Communist Party of Great Britain and 
now Socialist Labour Party member) delivers his account at a gallop, 
pointing out on his way countless items for further research, leaving 
someone like myself (and I’m familiar at first-hand with much of what 
he covers) a bit breathless but wanting to know more. 

Oliver’s Work is a truly internationalist book, which doesn’t look at 
the struggles of Britain’s trades union and Labour movement in isola- 
tion from events throughout the world. Yet, to me, its most valuable 


observations are those about the way that the aims of the Labour 
Pioneers were sidelined by the leaderships of the Labour Party, as well 
as the eventual corruption (I can think of no other word) and demise of 
the former Communist Party of Great Britain. 

Jim Arnison believes that both tragedies were engineered by the 
ruling class that operates behind the shield of the capitalist State, and 
I would agree. In building our new Party, Socialist Labour, we must be 
aware of the traps already set for us, and organise not only to avoid 
these traps but to dismantle them for good. 

(Oliver’s Work, £6, available from Jim Arnison, 7 Wentworth 
Avenue, Salford M6 8BG) | 
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Na ational Union 
_ Mineworkers | 
Warwickshire Area) 


NOTICE TO MINEWORKERS 


COMPENSATION CLAIMS FOR 
INDUSTRIAL INJURY/DISEASE 


NOTICE TO MINEWORKERS 


COMPENSATION CLAIMS FOR 
INDUSTRIAL INJURY/DISEASE 


We call on all miners in the Warwickshire Area to join the National Union of 
Mineworkters. 


ff Our Area has recovered record damages (as part of £60 million recovered by the 
| ir ss oe ees claims and industrial injury/disease. 


oe ee you ae you are suffering from any of the following conditions, contact | us 
| as a matter of urgency: | _— 
4 _ Vibration White Finger, Chronic Bronchitis, Emphysema, ‘Chronic ‘niet -— 
_. Limitation, Asthma, Progressive Fibrosis, Silicosis, Simple Coal Miners’ 

) : Jaa: ig mi aeaity due to tea 74 


You may have a claim against British Conk: Or, if you Work io 38 outside canabol in 


_ _ We call on all miners in the Warwickshire Area to join the National Union of 
_ § Mineworkters. 


f Our Area has recovered record damages (as part of £60 million recovered by the | 
eel, for oe claims and industrial injury/disease. | | 


al oe you believe you are suffering from any of the following conditions, contact t us 
| as a matter of urgency: _. 
HY ahem White Finger, Chronic Bronchitis, Emphysema, Chronic Airflow 


i“ Pneumoconiosis, Industrial Deafness, Disability due to industrial Accident. 


_ : “You may have a claim against British Coal, or, if you work for an outside contractor i in i 
Ff Lae ues industry, against that company. _ | 


Contact IMMEDIATELY Barry Daynes, NUM Secretary, 
Warwickshire Area, Bedworth, Warwickshire; & '03-313181 | 
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‘Workfare’ 


on’t let 


them ag st ava y with it! 


s a result of the Jobseekers’ 
ES (JSA) it has been 

estimated that 250,000 
people will lose some, and 95,000 
people will lose all, benefit . Those 
under the age of 25 will be particu- 
larly hard hit. Unemployed people 
deprived of income by JSA regula- 
tions will be desperate to take any 
job, whatever the pay - and thus 
operation of the JSA will drive 
down wage rates, attacking those in 
work as well as those who are unem- 
ployed. 

Under the JSA_ regulations, 
Employment Service staff are able 
to issue ‘Jobseeker’s Directives’ to 
claimants - for example, someone 
may be ordered to get a haircut! 
Failure to comply with such a direc- 
tive may result in a 40 percent cut in 
benefit. 

Staff in dole offices have been 
set targets for the number of people 
to be referred for such sanctions. If 
dole office civil servants want to 
keep their own jobs and maintain 
their wages, they will be forced to 
deprive unemployed people of 
income. Thus, two groups of 
working class people, already sepa- 
rated by circumstance will be set 
even more at each others’ throats - a 


Participants in New Labour’s 
‘work-for-your-dole’ schemes will 
get £20 per week more than they 
receive in benefit. For single people 
without children the actual hourly 
rate will be something like £2 per 
hour (which perhaps explains why 
the Blair gang is so reluctant to set a 
figure for a minimum wage). 

Not only do workfare schemes 
force down wage rates, they can 
actually create unemployment. 
Under one proposed New Labour 
scheme, private sector employers 
will receive £60 per week per 
worker. Companies will therefore 
have a financial incentive to sack 
existing workers and replace them 
with people on workfare. 

Although its policies may well 
destroy jobs, New Labour does not, 
however, promise the creation of 
real jobs. The official unemploy- 
ment statistics do not include people 
disqualified from receiving benefit, 
those attending training courses, or 
those on schemes like Project Work. 
New Labour could thus ‘abolish’ 
long-term youth unemployment 
without creating a single job - a trick 
of which Paul Daniels could be 
proud! 

Both the Tories and New Labour 


the latest attack from the 

Government on unemployed 
workers got underway in February 
with the launching nationally of 
‘Project Work’ - i.e, workfare. 

Project Work is a pilot ‘employment 
scheme’, aimed at all those who have 
been unemployed for two years or more 
and are aged between 18-50. The stan- 
dard pilot scheme consists of 13 weeks 
of intensive one-to-one ‘jobsearch assis- 
tance’, and if a person remains without 
a job, that’s followed by 13 weeks of 
‘work experience’. Those on the scheme 
will receive their benefits and a miserly 
£10 extra per week in return for what- 
ever work they do. 

In total, 29 new pilot projects are 
due to commence, following on from 
two smaller ones held in Hull and the 
Medway; they will immediately affect 
100,000 unemployed people from 
Brighton to Dundee. A joint pilot in 
East and North East London is by far 
the largest, with nearly 25,000 unem- 
ployed workers in the relevant catego- 
ry (aged 18-50; unemployed for two 
years or more). 

As with the JSA, those who refuse 
to participate in the scheme will have 
sanctions imposed on already meagre 


: INING UP right behind the JSA, 


. benefits. This, in reality, means forcing 


are unemployed. After all, if unem- 
ployed people can be made to work 
for as little as £50 per week, why 
should an employer pay three, four or 
five times as much for the same work? 
Large companies don’t have to con- 
tribute financially to the scheme; they 
merely have to supervise the workers. 
Politically, the Tories are keen in the 
run-up to a General Election to scape- 
goat the unemployed as being ‘work- 
shy’ rather than admit that there are 
not enough jobs under their system. 

The response of SLP members in 
the main civil service union (CPSA) 
whose members are expected to 
‘deliver’ this scheme is that we are 
already building on. links made with 
unemployed, community and other 
campaigning groups in the anti-JSA 
campaign, as well as other unions and 
trades councils. There are lots of ways 
to defeat these pilots, but it is important 
that we organise as quickly as possible 
to do so. If you live or work in one of 
the 29 pilot districts, then get involved 
in this campaign. If no campaign exists 
locally yet - then set one up! 
‘PROJECT WORK’ PILOT AREAS 

SCOTLAND 
Dundee, Dunfermline, 
Edinburgh, Lanarkshire 
WALES 


New Labour 
cuts off 
trade union 
support unit 


By SLP Cllr. IAN DRIVER 


It seems that in South East 
London’s Southwark, New Labour 
Councillors have signed up to a 
union-busting agenda, by voting to 
withdraw funding for the Southwark 
Trade Union Support Unit. 


The Unit has provided invaluable 
support to trades unionists in 
Southwark for over 14 years, and 
has become one of the few pub- 
licly-funded trade union facilities 
remaining in Britain. Over the years 
it developed an excellent reputation 
for fighting with the working class. 
It campaigned on health and safety 
at work, cuts in the NHS, low pay, 
racist, sexist and homophobic dis- 
crimination. 


It also played a leading role in pro- 
moting solidarity with workers in 
struggle. It organised support net- 
works during the 1984/85 miners’ 
strike, helped out in the Wapping 
dispute, and more recently estab- 
lished links with the Liverpool 
Dockers. Now the Unit’s three 
workers face redundancy. 


In seeking to justify its attack, New 
Labour has argued that Southwark 
Trades Council, which manages the 
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deprived of income by JSA regula- 
tions will be desperate to take any 
job, whatever the pay - and thus 
operation of the JSA will drive 
down wage rates, attacking those in 
work as well as those who are unem- 
ployed. 

Under the JSA_ regulations, 
Employment Service staff are able 
to issue ‘Jobseeker’s Directives’ to 
claimants - for example, someone 
may be ordered to get a haircut! 
Failure to comply with such a direc- 
tive may result in a 40 percent cut in 
benefit. 

Staff in dole offices have been 
set targets for the number of people 
to be referred for such sanctions. If 
dole office civil servants want to 
keep their own jobs and maintain 
their wages, they will be forced to 
deprive unemployed people of 
income. Thus, two groups of 
working class people, already sepa- 
rated by circumstance will be set 
even more at each others’ throats - a 
textbook example of ‘divide and 
rule’. Those who are looking for this 
situation to improve under a New 
Labour government are going to be 
disappointed. New Labour, which 
less than three years ago was com- 
mitted to ending unemployment 
now makes a noisy pledge to “get 
250,000 under-25 year-olds off 
benefit and into work”; but in fact 
this is a cover for its plan to remove 
the right of unemployed young 
adults to receive full benefit for 
longer than six months. Under New 
Labour’s proposals, these young 
people will be forced to attend 
‘training’ courses or else participate 
in ‘workfare’ schemes similar to the 
Tory government’s Project Work. 


MOUr WHICH Perhaps CAPIaAls Wily 
the Blair gang is so reluctant to set a 
figure for a minimum wage). 

Not only do workfare schemes 
force down wage rates, they can 
actually create unemployment. 
Under one proposed New Labour 
scheme, private sector employers 
will receive £60 per week per 
worker. Companies will therefore 
have a financial incentive to sack 
existing workers and replace them 
with people on workfare. 

Although its policies may well 
destroy jobs, New Labour does not, 
however, promise the creation of 
real jobs. The official unemploy- 
ment statistics do not include people 
disqualified from receiving benefit, 
those attending training courses, or 
those on schemes like Project Work. 
New Labour could thus ‘abolish’ 
long-term youth unemployment 
without creating a single job - a trick 
of which Paul Daniels could be 
proud! 

Both the Tories and New Labour 
would rather attack the unemployed 
than tackle unemployment; unem- 
ployment serves the interests of the 
capitalist system. The JSA, Project 
Work and New Labour’s proposals 
are attacks on the whole working 
class - it’s time the whole working 
class fought back. 

Socialist Labour believes that 
unemployed people want and need 
proper jobs with decent wages, not a 
modern day version of the work- 
house. The SLP advocates the cre- 
ation of full employment through 
the introduction of a four-day 
working week with no loss of pay, a 
ban on non-essential overtime and 
voluntary retirement at 55 on full 


pay. 


PFLOJect WOK IS d PHOUL CINpPloymMene 
scheme’, aimed at all those who have 
been unemployed for two years or more 
and are aged between 18-50. The stan- 
dard pilot scheme consists of 13 weeks 
of intensive one-to-one ‘jobsearch assis- 
tance’, and if a person remains without 
a job, that’s followed by 13 weeks of 
‘work experience’. Those on the scheme 
will receive their benefits and a miserly 
£10 extra per week in return for what- 
ever work they do. 

In total, 29 new pilot projects are 
due to commence, following on from 
two smaller ones held in Hull and the 
Medway; they will immediately affect 
100,000 unemployed people from 
Brighton to Dundee. A joint pilot in 
East and North East London is by far 
the largest, with nearly 25,000 unem- 
ployed workers in the relevant catego- 
ry (aged 18-50; unemployed for two 
years or more). 

- As with the JSA, those who refuse 
to participate in the scheme will have 
sanctions imposed on already meagre 


. benefits. This, in reality, means forcing 


people onto the Project Work scheme 
as they have no alternative sources of 
income and therefore very little 
choice about participation. 

Whilst the TUC leadership has put 
on record its opposition to the scheme 
and has, rightly, put the position that 
people who do a job should be paid 
the rate for the job, it has not 
launched any kind of real opposition. 
Once again, it is being left to grass- 
roots activists to build campaigns 
locally. This is a disgrace, as a cam- 
paigning lead from the organised 
Labour movement could quickly con- 
vince most working class people of the 
basic unfairness of Project Work - and 
also what a threat it presents to 
people with jobs as well as people who 
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tribute minancialy to the scneme; they 
merely have to supervise the workers. 
Politically, the Tories are keen in the 
run-up to a General Election to scape- 
goat the unemployed as being ‘work- 
shy’ rather than admit that there are 
not enough jobs under their system. 
The response of SLP members in 
the main civil service union (CPSA) 
whose members are expected to 
‘deliver’ this scheme is that we are 
already building on links made with 
unemployed, community and other 
campaigning groups in the anti-JSA 
campaign, as well as other unions and 
trades councils. There are lots of ways 
to defeat these pilots, but it is important 
that we organise as quickly as possible 
to do so. If you live or work in one of 
the 29 pilot districts, then get involved 
in this campaign. If no campaign exists 
locally yet - then set one up! 
‘PROJECT WORK’ PILOT AREAS 
SCOTLAND 
Dundee, Dunfermline, 
Edinburgh, Lanarkshire 
WALES 
Merthyr & Rhymney, Neath & 
Port Talbot, Swansea 
NORTH OF ENGLAND 
Bolton & Bury, Wigan & St. 
Helen’s, Bradford, Grimsby, 
Huddersfield, Preston, South 
Tyneside 
MIDLANDS 
Derby, Dudley & Sandwell, 
Leicester, Nottingham, 
Stoke 
EAST ANGLIA 
Norwich, Peterborough 
SOUTH WEST 
Bath, Bristol, Weston Super Mare 
LONDON & SOUTH EAST 
Brighton, Hertford & Harlow, 
East & North East London, 
Portsmouth 


MERSEYSIDE SLP has found that direct action is a good way to protest against the Job seeker’s Allowance. Socialist Labour Party members, 
including SLP Birkenhead Prospective Parliamentary Candidate Alec McFadden, occupied the Birkenhead ‘Job Shon’ not lona aqo. 


The Unit has provided invaluable 
support to trades unionists in 
Southwark for over 14 years, and 
has become one of the few pub- 
licly-funded trade union facilities 
remaining in Britain. Over the years 
it developed an excellent reputation 
for fighting with the working class. 
It campaigned on health and safety 
at work, cuts in the NHS, low pay, 
racist, sexist and homophobic dis- 
crimination. 


It also played a leading role in pro- 
moting solidarity with workers in 
struggle. It organised support net- 
works during the 1984/85 miners’ 
strike, helped out in the Wapping 
dispute, and more recently estab- 
lished links with the Liverpool 
Dockers. Now the Unit’s three 
workers face redundancy. 


In seeking to justify its attack, New 
Labour has argued that Southwark 
Trades Council, which manages the 
Unit, has been taken over by the 
SLP! In fact, right-wing bureaucrats 
who previously controlled the centre 
are now lending their support to 
closing it. 


Meanwhile, Peckham MP Harriet 
Harman resigned her position as 
Trustee of the Unit in a move which 
was bound to undermine the Trades 
Council’s new leadership. As if that 
wasn’t enough, New Labour 
Councillors then voted to support a 
Tory resolution to Southwark 
Council which condemned the Unit 
for publishing an article supporting 
a woman’s right to choose abortion. 
If there was even a whimper of 
protest from any member of the 
Southwark New Labour Group, 
none of us heard it! Presumably 
that Group agrees that like support 
for trades unionists, a woman’s 
right to choose is a principle that 
can he ietticnned in the qiiaect far 


income. Thus, two groups of 
working class people, already sepa- 
rated by circumstance will be set 
even more at each others’ throats - a 
textbook example of ‘divide and 
rule’. Those who are looking for this 
situation to improve under a New 
Labour government are going to be 
disappointed. New Labour, which 
less than three years ago was com- 
mitted to ending unemployment 
now makes a noisy pledge to “get 
250,000 under-25 year-olds off 
benefit and into work”; but in fact 
this is a cover for its plan to remove 
the right of unemployed young 
adults to receive full benefit for 
longer than six months. Under New 
Labour’s proposals, these young 
people will be forced to attend 
‘training’ courses or else participate 
in ‘workfare’ schemes similar to the 
Tory government’s Project Work. 


without creating a single job - a trick 
of which Paul Daniels could be 
proud! 

Both the Tories and New Labour 
would rather attack the unemployed 
than tackle unemployment; unem- 
ployment serves the interests of the 
capitalist system. The JSA, Project 
Work and New Labour’s proposals 
are attacks on the whole working 
class - it’s time the whole working 
class fought back. 

Socialist Labour believes that 
unemployed people want and need 
proper jobs with decent wages, not a 
modern day version of the work- 
house. The SLP advocates the cre- 
ation of full employment through 
the introduction of a four-day 
working week with no loss of pay, a 
ban on non-essential overtime and 
voluntary retirement at 55 on full 


pay. 


As with the JSA, those who refuse 
to participate in the scheme will have 
sanctions imposed on already meagre 


. benefits. This, in reality, means forcing 


people onto the Project Work scheme 
as they have no alternative sources of 
income and therefore very little 
choice about participation. 

Whilst the TUC leadership has put 
on record its opposition to the scheme 
and has, rightly, put the position that 
people who do a job should be paid 
the rate for the job, it has not 
launched any kind of real opposition. 
Once again, it is being left to grass- 
roots activists to build campaigns 
locally. This is a disgrace, as a cam- 
paigning lead from the organised 
Labour movement could quickly con- 
vince most working class people of the 
basic unfairness of Project Work - and 
also what a threat it presents to 
people with jobs as well as people who 
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MERSEYSIDE SLP has found that direct action is a good way to protest against the Job seeker’s Allowance. Socialist Labour Party members, 
including SLP Birkenhead Prospective Parliamentary Candidate Alec McFadden, occupied the Birkenhead ‘Job Shop’ not long ago. 


They gave out special leaflets and spoke to unemployed people and to staff members. 


SCOTLAND 
Dundee, Dunfermline, 
Edinburgh, Lanarkshire 
WALES 
Merthyr & Rhymney, Neath & 
Port Talbot, Swansea 
NORTH OF ENGLAND 


Bolton & Bury, Wigan & St. 


Helen’s, Bradford, Grimsby, 
Huddersfield, Preston, South 
Tyneside 
MIDLANDS 
Derby, Dudley & Sandwell, 
Leicester, Nottingham, 
Stoke 
EAST ANGLIA 
Norwich, Peterborough 
SOUTH WEST 


Bath, Bristol, Weston Super Mare 


LONDON & SOUTH EAST 
Brighton, Hertford & Harlow, 
East & North East London, 
Portsmouth 


Alec McFadden invited the Job Centre manager to debate the JSA - but the manager declined, so Alec spoke on his own, explaining Tory 
strategy on the JSA, and condemning New Labour for refusing to commit itself to scrapping this vicious piece of legislation. 


New Labour and Conservatives are both trying to champion ‘welfare-to-work’. Tory policy, as Kenneth Clarke’s charming Budget speech put 


it, is to “ensure that those on benefits do not have a more comfortable lifestyle than those who are supporting themselves on modest 
incomes”. This policy in action means forcing unemployed people, under the JSA, in to ‘jobs’ which include: security guards, £2.65 per 
hour, on 12-hour shifts; care assistants (experience required), £2.80 per hour; kennel staff, £45 for a 40-hour week. 


Alec McFadden, who will be opposing New Labour’s Frank Field in the General Election, says: “On Merseyside, SLP members are proud to 
belong to a Party which is opposed to all forms of workfare, including the JSA. This will be one of the key issues in the General Election”. 
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In seeking to justify its attack, New 
Labour has argued that Southwark 
Trades Council, which manages the 
Unit, has been taken over by the 
SLP! In fact, right-wing bureaucrats 
who previously controlled the centre 
are now lending their support to 
closing it. 


Meanwhile, Peckham MP Harriet 
Harman resigned her position as 
Trustee of the Unit in a move which 
was bound to undermine the Trades 
Council’s new leadership. As if that 
wasn’t enough, New Labour 
Councillors then voted to support a 
Tory resolution to Southwark 
Council which condemned the Unit 
for publishing an article supporting 
a woman’s right to choose abortion. 
If there was even a whimper of 
protest from any member of the 
Southwark New Labour Group, 
none of us heard it! Presumably 
that Group agrees that like support 
for trades unionists, a woman’s 
right to choose is a principle that 
can be jettisoned in the quest for 
power at any price. 


The SLP is now working alongside 
other socialists and trades unionists 
in Southwark building a campaign 
organised by the Trades Council to 
defend the Support Unit - and 
freedom of expression. 


We will use every opportunity to 
expose those who are enemies of 
the working class and of women’s 
right to choose. 
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HE 1997 General Election campaign will 

be dominated by the purveyors of trash, 

trivia and downright lying propaganda. 
The main players will do their utmost to conceal the 
real issues facing the British people at this crucial 
moment in history. 

Those issues concern domination of our society 
by the forces which own and control the means of 
production, distribution and exchange, and their 
rivalries in the quest for world domination; but few 
if any of these matters will find their way into our 
corrupted media. We hear constantly the argument 
that the essential thing in this coming election is to 


Our growing voice must be heard 


General 


Election 


We can’t dodge this struggle - 


We must put our message to the voters, says JIM ARNISON 


ensure a Tory defeat and thus lay the basis for a 
campaign to force New Labour to adopt progres- 
sive policies. 

I first stood as a candidate in a mock election at 
school when I was 12 years old. Now, 60 years on, I 
have to admit that I have little faith in the idea that 
the political forces I oppose can be won over through 
the patient support and acquiescence of Socialists. 
This is not a time for those who are committed to the 
cause of Socialism to keep their heads down, hoping 
that the reutrn of a Labour government will provide 
some opportunity to ‘begin to bring about’ a change 
in the policies and outlook of New Labour. 


To depend on the slogan ‘get the Tories out and 
then fight to change right-wing Labour’ is to delay 
a struggle which will have to be waged whatever the 
election result. 

The absolutely certain outcome of the next 
election is that the government returned to office 
will be totally committed to continuing oppressive 
capitalism, with an on-going assault on all the social 
and economic gains won through the struggle of 
ordinary people over generations. 

Those who in our collective past fought for and 
achieved the gains made throughout our history 
never started from any position of great strength. It 


was their example, honesty and readiness to sacri- 
fice which stirred millions of people into action. 

The message, the cause, the willingness to fight 
and to make sacrifice for progress are what inspire 
people to act. 

Under our current faulty and undemocratic 
electoral system, the scales are indeed weighted 
against those who oppose the capitalist system. We 
don’t pretend that we will abolish that system 
without a long, tough struggle. 

But putting the Socialist message in the forthcom- 
ing election is part of that struggle; it should not be 
dodged because of any ‘mathematical’ calculations. 


MATTHEW CLOWES urges Socialist Labour members to fight hard for electoral reform 


S each week passes and with it another 

Labour commitment is abandoned or 

another so-called Tory ‘reform’ accepted 
as irreversible, those of us who decided to leave the 
Labour Party and join Socialist Labour feel our- 
selves to be ever-more vindicated. We’ve been 
shown to be absolutely correct. However, despite 
the enormous amount of hard work being done by 
people at all levels in the SLP, two factors could 
militate against progress in gaining real political 
influence. 

The first is the decision of the media, broad- 
casting and press including such publications as 
The Guardian (which might be expected to know 
better) to pretend that Socialist Labour does not 
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exist in the hope that maybe we will just go away! 

The second, and related, factor is, of course, the 
first-past-the-post voting system. 

It is important that we do not delude ourselves 
into thinking that Tony Blair feels bound by the 
commitment of his predecessor John Smith to a ref- 
erendum on proportional representation. The only 
reason it has not been ditched is that Blair and his 
advisers still feel that if their support starts to slip 
they might need a change in the voting system to 
ensure an anti-Tory majority and the maintenance 
of power. 

Blair, Jack Straw and others on the right of the 
Labour Party are as much against proportional rep- 
resentation as most Tories, and for the same 


reasons. Whilst even they must realise that three 
political parties are insufficient to represent the 
plurality of peoples and political interests in 
modern-day, multi-ethnic, multi-cultural Britain, 
the question of truly democratic representation is 
of no interest to them in their search for power at 
whatever price. 

This is why it is so important that we as a 
Party do not allow this crucial commitment to be 
abandoned as New Labour has abandoned others. 
In opinion polls, a majority of the people state 
that they are in favour of a reform of the voting 
system, and this issue must be kept before them, 
leaving New Labour as little scope as possible to 
renege or propose a system like the ‘alternative 


vote’ which would favour a large third party such 
as the Liberal Democrats with whom they wish to 
form a coalition at the expense of other group- 
ings. 


A non-partisan national campaign for electoral 


reform might be an answer. Whilst it might seem a 
contradiciton in terms, it is important that people of 
all political persuasions who believe in proportion- 
al representation feel able to work together for a 
fairer, more truly representative political structure 
in this country - one that will allow the growing 
voice of Socialist Labour to be heard and not 
buried by those with economic power and patron- 
age who currently control our media and political 
system. 
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rivalries in the quest for world domination; but few 
if any of these matters will find their way into our 
corrupted media. We hear constantly the argument 
that the essential thing in this coming election is to 
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cause of Socialism to keep their heads down, hoping 
that the reutrn of a Labour government will provide 
some opportunity to ‘begin to bring about’ a change 
in the policies and outlook of New Labour. 
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ordinary people over generations. 

Those who in our collective past fought for and 
achieved the gains made throughout our history 
never started from any position of great strength. It 


without a long, tough struggle. 

But putting the Socialist message in the forthcom- 
ing election is part of that struggle; it should not be 
dodged because of any ‘mathematical’ calculations. 


Our growing voice must be heard 


MATTHEW CLOWES urges Socialist Labour members to fight hard for electoral reform 


S each week passes and with it another 
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as irreversible, those of us who decided to leave the 
Labour Party and join Socialist Labour feel our- 
selves to be ever-more vindicated. We’ve been 
shown to be absolutely correct. However, despite 
the enormous amount of hard work being done by 
people at all levels in the SLP, two factors could 
militate against progress in gaining real political 
influence. 

The first is the decision of the media, broad- 
casting and press including such publications as 
The Guardian (which might be expected to know 
better) to pretend that Socialist Labour does not 
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The second, and related, factor is, of course, the 
first-past-the-post voting system. 

It is important that we do not delude ourselves 
into thinking that Tony Blair feels bound by the 
commitment of his predecessor John Smith to a ref- 
erendum on proportional representation. The only 
reason it has not been ditched is that Blair and his 
advisers still feel that if their support starts to slip 
they might need a change in the voting system to 
ensure an anti-Tory majority and the maintenance 
of power. 

Blair, Jack Straw and others on the right of the 
Labour Party are as much against proportional rep- 
resentation as most Tories, and for the same 


reasons. Whilst even they must realise that three 
political parties are insufficient to represent the 
plurality of peoples and political interests in 
modern-day, multi-ethnic, multi-cultural Britain, 
the question of truly democratic representation is 
of no interest to them in their search for power at 
whatever price. 

This is why it is so important that we as a 
Party do not allow this crucial commitment to be 
abandoned as New Labour has abandoned others. 
In opinion polls, a majority of the people state 
that they are in favour of a reform of the voting 
system, and this issue must be kept before them, 
leaving New Labour as little scope as possible to 
renege or propose a system like the ‘alternative 


vote’ which would favour a large third party such 
as the Liberal Democrats with whom they wish to 
form a coalition at the expense of other group- 
ings. 

A non-partisan national campaign for electoral 
reform might be an answer. Whilst it might seem a 
contradiciton in terms, it is important that people of 
all political persuasions who believe in proportion- 
al representation feel able to work together for a 
fairer, more truly representative political structure 
in this country - one that will allow the growing 
voice of Socialist Labour to be heard and not 
buried by those with economic power and patron- 
age who currently control our media and political 
system. 


NATIONAL UNION OF MINEWORKERS (LANCASHIRE AREA) 
NOTICE TO MINEWORKERS AND EX-MINEWORKERS 


Any miners or former miners in the Lancashire coalfield who have suffered from any of the 
following conditions should contact the NUM Lancashire Area: Vibration White Finger, Chronic 
Bronchitis, Emphysema, Chronic Airflow Limitation, Asthma, Progressive Fibrosis, Silicosis, 
Simple Coal Miners’ Pneumoconiosis, Industrial Deafness, Disability due to Industrial Accident 


COMPENSATION CLAIMS 


FOR INDUSTRIAL INJURY/DISEASE 
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NATIONAL UNION OF MINEWORKERS (LANCASHIRE AREA) 
NOTICE TO MINEWORKERS AND EX-MINEWORKERS 


Any miners or former miners in the Lancashire coalfield who have suffered from any of the 
following conditions should contact the NUM Lancashire Area: Vibration White Finger, Chronic 
Bronchitis, Emphysema, Chronic Airflow Limitation, Asthma, Progressive Fibrosis, Silicosis, 
Simple Coal Miners’ Pneumoconiosis, Industrial Deafness, Disability due to Industrial Accident 


COMPENSATION CLAIMS 


FOR INDUSTRIAL INJURY/DISEASE 


You may have a claim against British Coal or, if you work 
for an outside contractor in the mining industry, against that company. 
Contact IMMEDIATELY Billy Kelly, General Secretary, 
NUM Lancashire Area, 2/4 Hilden Street, Leigh, Lancashire WN7 4LG 
(telephone) 01942-262218 
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Join SOCIALIST LABOUR 


Join Britain’s fastest growing political party and build the struggle for socialism. 
for an application form fill in below... 


Address 


Telephone 


..and send with a stamped self addressed envelope to: 


General Secretary 


SOCIALIST LABOUR PARTY, c/o 2/4 Hilden Street, Leigh, Lancashire WN7 4LG 


(Please note, above address is for membership applications only. All other correspondence to address on p2) 


Party 


wins votes 


in Tory heartland 


OCIALIST LABOUR’S decision to stand 
in the by-election in Wirral South (a Tory 


bastion) was absolutely right, and congratu- 
lations are due to our outstanding candidate Mick 
Cullen and the comrades who worked with him to 
establish our young Party as a presence in political 
territory long controlled by the Tories. Mick Cullen, 
one of the 500 sacked Liverpool dockers (whose 
campaign linked the principles of our Party with the 
heroic struggle of the dockers and Women of the 
Waterfront), came sixth out of 12 candidates, polling 
156 votes (0.36 percent) in Socialist Labour’s first- 
ever venture into this Conservative heartland. 

Each time we contest a parliamentary or local 
authority seat, we not only only build support and 


recruit. mambarehin far tha SID. but aain fuethar 


by ARTHUR SCARGILL, SLP General Secretary 


accept she or he is standing on behalf of a party that 
supports the free market and capitalism. 

Every week that passes, every move made by 
the New Labour leadership, reaffirms that fact. 

Meanwhile, we should never forget the obsta- 
cles, the hostility that faced the Labour Pioneers 
when they began, over 100 years ago, to build an 
organisation intended to represent the working 
class. Such an organisation must embrace all 
women and men, black or white, employed or 
unemployed and their families; all those who are 
homeless or live ini poverty; all those who face dis- 
crimination because of race, gender, sexuality, dis- 
ability or age. 


Capitalism is the enemy of us all, Socialist 
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by ARTHUR SCARGILL, SLP General Secretary 


OCIALIST LABOUR’S decision to stand 

in the by-election in Wirral South (a Tory 

bastion) was absolutely right, and congratu- 
lations are due to our outstanding candidate Mick 
Cullen and the comrades who worked with him to 
establish our young Party as a presence in political 
territory long controlled by the Tories. Mick Cullen, 
one of the 500 sacked Liverpool dockers (whose 
campaign linked the principles of our Party with the 
heroic struggle of the dockers and Women of the 
Waterfront), came sixth out of 12 candidates, polling 
156 votes (0.36 percent) in Socialist Labour’s first- 
ever venture into this Conservative heartland. 

Each time we contest a parliamentary or local 
authority seat, we not only only build support and 
recruit membership for the SLP, but gain further 
valuable experience - and as we learn, we grow. 

In winning electoral support, it is vital to look 
not just at a single election result, but at the average 
vote achieved by our Party since its birth in May 
1996. For example, when we add the Wirral South 
result to all the local and parliamentary by-elec- 
tions in which the SLP has contested, we are aver- 
aging 9.5 percent - an amazing achievement for a 
party that didn’t exist less than a year ago. 

All political parties face wide variations and 
degrees of support in different parts of Britain. 
Remember, for example, that in 1992 New Labour 
(nearly a century after the birth of the Labour 
Party) lost its deposit at Eastbourne, while the 
Liberal Democrats lost theirs (nothing new) in 
several constituencies. 

The Wirral South by-election 
dictable. Tony Blair’s New Labour is almost identical 


result was pre- 


Liverpool docker Mick Cullen (right), Socialist Labour’s by-election candiate for 


Wirral South with fellow-SLP member Jimmy Nolan, Chair of the Merseyside Port 
Shop Stewards’ Committee 


to Ted Heath’s Old Tories, and Blair was able to con- 
vince Tory voters to switch on the basis that New 
Labour’s policies (on taxation, accepting privatisa- 
tion, cuts in the NHS and education services) signal 
virtually ‘no change’ if New Labour wins the General 
Election. This by-election showed that voters from all 
walks of life are desperate to get rid of this vicious 
Government, a sentiment the SLP fully understands. 

Whatever the outcome of the 1997 General 
Election, the next Government will be committed 
to capitalism and the free market, which means 
there will be no fundamental changes in our 
ravaged, battered society. 


We must contest elections wherever finances 
and resources allow; it is fundamental to show our 
fellow citizens that there is an alternative to the free 
market capitalism now espoused by New Labour, 
the Liberal Democrats and the Tories - the alter- 
native is embodied in the SLP, whose policies can 
create the conditions necessary for establishing a 
Socialist Britain based on common ownership. 

The SLP was born because of New Labour’s irre- 
versible constitutional and policy changes. It is clear 
that New Labour is no longer a party that Socialists 
can be members of or support. Every New Labour 
candidate in the forthcoming General Election must 


TUC plc... whatever next? 
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accept she or he is standing on behalf of a party that 
supports the free market and capitalism. 

Every week that passes, every move made by 
the New Labour leadership, reaffirms that fact. 

Meanwhile, we should never forget the obsta- 
cles, the hostility that faced the Labour Pioneers 
when they began, over 100 years ago, to build an 
organisation intended to represent the working 
class. Such an organisation must embrace all 
women and men, black or white, employed or 
unemployed and their families; all those who are 
homeless or live in poverty; all those who face dis- 
crimination because of race, gender, sexuality, dis- 
ability or age. 

Capitalism is the enemy of us all. Socialist 
Labour’s purpose is to mobilise a united force to 
overthrow that enemy, and go on to establish a 
Socialist society. 

We have everything to gain in building a party 
which not only supports direct action, but is pre- 
pared to bring our Socialist policies to the elec- 
torate, offering a real alternative to the free market 
capitalism endorsed now by New Labour as well as 
the Tories. ' 


Blackout! 


THE Socialist Labour Party is facing an almost 
total blackout by the capitalist media. Since the 
Party’s founding congress last May in London, 


only the barest news coverage has been 
granted by newspapers, radio and 
television.The situation is highlighted by con- 
trast with the continual stories of Sir James 
Goldsmith and his Referendum Party. While the 
press is now getting round to noting the lack of 
support for the Goldsmith venture, there is no 
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authority seat, we not only only build support and 
recruit membership for the SLP, but gain further 
valuable experience - and as we learn, we grow. 

In winning electoral support, it is vital to look 
not just at a single election result, but at the average 
vote achieved by our Party since its birth in May 
1996. For example, when we add the Wirral South 
result to all the local and parliamentary by-elec- 
tions in which the SLP has contested, we are aver- 
aging 9.5 percent - an amazing achievement for a 
party that didn’t exist less than a year ago. 

All political parties face wide variations and 
degrees of support in different parts of Britain. 
Remember, for example, that in 1992 New Labour 
(nearly a century after the birth of the Labour 
Party) 
Liberal Democrats lost theirs (nothing new) in 
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dictable. Tony Blair’s New Labour is almost identical 


result was pre- 


Liverpool docker Mick Cullen (right), Socialist Labour’s by-election candiate for 
Wirral South with fellow-SLP member Jimmy Nolan, Chair of the Merseyside Port 
Shop Stewards’ Committee 


to Ted Heath’s Old Tories, and Blair was able to con- 
vince Tory voters to switch on the basis that New 
Labour's policies (on taxation, accepting privatisa- 
tion, cuts in the NHS and education services) signal 
virtually ‘no change’ if New Labour wins the General 
Election. This by-election showed that voters from all 
walks of life are desperate to get rid of this vicious 
Government, a sentiment the SLP fully understands, 

Whatever the outcome of the 1997 General 
Election, the next Government will be committed 
to capitalism and the free market, which means 
there will be no fundamental changes in our 
ravaged, battered society. 


TUC plc... whatever next? 


MARTIN WICKS warns of a step towards ‘business unionism’ 


HE Engineering Managers’ Association 

(EMA), a TUC affiliate, is attempting, it 

seems with TUC backing, to broker an 
energy deal with the privatised utilities. The EMA 
has been in discussions with City specialists 
Kleinwort Benson about establishing a marketing 
agency that could obtain discounts on energy bills 
for trades unionists. 

The basic idea would be that the TUC would 
guarantee private suppliers a ‘customer list’ of its 7 
million members in return for discounts on bulk- 
buying of energy supplies! 

EMA General Secretary Tony Cooper, whose 
gqunion is putting a paper on this plan to TUC 


wag, 


General Council members, believes redundancies 
are inevitable when gas deregulation is introduced 
in 1998. However, he apparently thinks that 
“schemes like this can preserve some benefits for 
everybody”. It will no doubt be a great consola- 
tion to redundant workers that they can get dis- 
counted energy whilst they are on the dole. 
According to reports, a Kleinwort Benson analyst 
confirmed advising the TUC that “there is an 
opportunity to strike a deal that will benefit 
members and make the TUC a good income” 
(press speculation is that the TUC could make up 
to £30 million), following the example set by busi- 
nesses such as Tesco and Sega which are already 


We must contest elections wherever finances 
and resources allow; it is fundamental to show our 
fellow citizens that there is an alternative to the free 
market capitalism now espoused by New Labour, 
the Liberal Democrats and the Tories - the alter- 
native is embodied in the SLP, whose policies can 
create the conditions necessary for establishing a 
Socialist Britain based on common ownership. 

The SLP was born because of New Labour’s irre- 
versible constitutional and policy changes. It is clear 
that New Labour is no longer a party that Socialists 
can be members of or support. Every New Labour 
candidate in the forthcoming General Election must 


planning to sell their client lists in return for 
special deals with the utilities. 

It remains to be seen what the response of the 
TUC General Council will be. However, what is 
clear is that such a deal would be a significant step 
towards consolidating business unionism. Such col- 
laboration with the bosses of privatised utilities 
would give a clear signal that the TUC had accept- 
ed that the privatised utilities were here to stay, 
and should be resisted by trades unionists. The 
EMA proposal should be rejected by this year’s 
union conferences in order that the ground is pre- 
pared for the proposal to be thrown out at this 
year’s TUC. 
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crimination because of race, gender, sexuality, dis- 
ability or age. 

Capitalism is the enemy of us all. Socialist 
Labour’s purpose is to mobilise a united force to 
overthrow that enemy, and go on to establish a 
Socialist society. 

We have everything to gain in building a party 
which not only supports direct action, but is pre- 
pared to bring our Socialist policies to the elec- 
torate, offering a real alternative to the free market 
capitalism endorsed now by New Labour as well as 
the Tories. : 


Blackout! 


THE Socialist Labour Party is facing an almost . 
io) F-\ lm e)[-(e1, cole] mi o)vmi ial-mer-le)it= li) manl-.e|t- Mire) alerom ta 
Party’s founding congress last May in London, 
only the barest news coverage has been 
granted by newspapers, radio and 
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trast with the continual stories of Sir James 
Goldsmith and his Referendum Party. While the 
press is now getting round to noting the lack of 
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coverage of the hope and excitement the SLP 
has created around Britain. In many instances, 
the local press has joined the national media in 
proving resistant to publishing any material that 
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Party. In the London Borough of Kingston, the 
Surrey Comet reporter promised us a feature 
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‘feature’ ended up as a short news item domi- 
nated by the disparaging remarks of the New 
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Clearly the only possible response to this bias 
is to build our own Socialist Labour press - i.e., 


Socialist News. 
John Hayball 


